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The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSI OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEE 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


(gq) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and Un-American propa- 
randa that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United Statés, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 





RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
. * * ot * ® & 


Rute X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


(1) There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


- * e * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


« * * - = » 2 


POWER AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
» > x * - m * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
ter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (38) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 

signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 19, 1954 


Unrrep States Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Diego, Calif. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 9:05 a. m., in the Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for the 
clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. Under the authority conferred upon the chairman of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities and pursuant to the 
rules of the House of Representatives and of the committee, the 
Honorable Harold H. Velde has appointed a subcommittee of two 
members to take the testimony of witnesses in the current hearings 
which will continue through Thursday noon. 

Out of hearings heretofore conducted in other sections of the coun- 
try there has developed information which indicates that a significant 
effort was made by the Communist Party to organize its activities in 
this general area. San Diego is not only important from the stand- 
point of a concentrated defense production but also as an important 
link in international communications. Any successful effort on the 
part of the Communist Party to infiltrate its agents into these impor- 
tant activities would present an apparent danger to the security of our 
country. 

Under the rules of the House Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, television is permitted as a public service and in order that as 
many citizens as possible may be kept fully advised of the important 
work being done by the committee. All public media of information 
will get the fullest possible op portunity to transmit to the American 
people the testimony developed in these hearings and relating to the 
subject of the investigation. It is anticipated that some witnesses 
may object to the ag nce here in the room of television and radio 
facilities. Under the rules of the committee such witnesses may not 
be photographed dur’ ing the course of their testimony. However, the 
Chair wishes to make it clear that any interruption of public-se rvice 
broadcasts will come as a result of the demand by witnesses and will 
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not constitute an interference by the committee of legitimate means 
of public information. 
he chairman wishes to caution the audience in the hearing room 

against any demonstration of approval or disapproval respecting the 
testimony of witnesses. The committee is here upon the business of 
the Congress and decorum and dignity will be maintained during the 
course of the hearings. Any demonstration will result in clearing of 
the room. The Chair hopes that this step will not be necessary, but 
wishes to make it clear that there will be no hesitancy in so doing in 
the event of audible expressions of approval or disapproval. 

The committee appreciates the courtesy extended by the San Diego 
Chamber of Commerce in making this hearing room available. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Who is your first witness ? 

Mr. TaveNNer. My first witness is Mr. Daniel Pomeroy Taylor. 
Mr. Taylor, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Taylor, will you raise your right hand, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Taytor. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you give us your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF DANIEL POMEROY TAYLOR 


Mr. Taytor. Daniel Pomeroy Taylor. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to explain to 
every witness that he has the privilege of having counsel with him. 
It is noted that you do not have counsel with you, so I want to make it 
plain that you have that right at any time during the hearing that you 
may desire. 

Mr. Taytor. I waive counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Taylor? 

Mr. Taytor. In Oak Park, Ill. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What was the date of your birth ? 

Mr. Taytor. November 20, 1913. 

Mr. TavENNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Taytor. In Los Angeles. 

Mr. TavenneER. How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Taywor. For the past 1214 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you live? 

Mr. Tayrvor. In San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your education and training has been? 

Mr. Taytor. I graduated from San Diego High School in 1981. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment 
since 1935? 

Mr. Taytor. I was on the Federal writers’ project for 3 years and 
then in the city school system. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will give us the date, the approximate years in 
which you were working with the Federal writers’ project ? 
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Mr. Taytor. 1936 to 1939, inclusive. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then what was your employment ? 

Mr. Taytor. Following that? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Tayror. I worked as public-relations counsel for the evening 
adult education department of the San Diego school system. 

Mr. Tavenner. And for how long a period of time were you so 
employed ? 

Mr. Taytor. Six or seven months. 

Mr. TavenneR. What was your next employment ? 

Mr. Tayzor. I went to Los Angeles in May, 1941, and was employed 
by Vimear Steel Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Taylor, are you now a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Tayuor. No; I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the approximate 
date that you became a member and the approximate time that you 
withdrew from the Communist Party? 

Mr. Taytor. I joined the Communist Party in August 1935 and left 
in November 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to your record of employment, most of 
that per iod of time you were in the San Diego area, were you not ? 

Mr. Taywor. That is right. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you became a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. It is a rather long story. Do you mind if it takes a 
few minutes ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, just take enough time that in your judgment 
would give the committee a pretty accurate idea of whi at led you into 
the Communist Party and what motivated you in going into the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Taytor. To begin with, my cousin is Anna Louise Strong who 
was editor of the English edition of the Moscow News, in Moscow, 
Russia, and she is also the author of many books about Russia, and in 
my teens I naturally read those books, and although my family did 
not think well of her, I was somewhat influenced ‘by her books and 
her writings. I also aspired to write, and I worked for my school 
papers at Memorial Junior High School, where I was the editor of 
the paper, and I was a reporter for the school paper in the San Diego 
High School. 

Then in February 1935, an article which I wrote was published 
in the New Republic, a magazine which I had been a reader of for 
many years, and a Communist acquaintance that used to spend a great 
deal of time at the San Diego Public Library, where I met him, when 
he discovered that I had had an article published in a national maga- 
zine, he notified the Communist Party leadership in San Diego and 
told them he thought I was worth concentrating upon in the hopes of 
recruiting me. 

About 2 weeks after the article was published in the magazine a 
carload of Communists visited my home, all smiles, and endeavored 
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to win my friendship. They congratulated me on my article and they 
invited me to a house social that evening, and at that house social I 
met Stanley Hancock who was the head of the Communist Party in 
San Diego, and he also—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at that point. Mr. Chair- 
man, reference was made to Stanley Hancock. I should refresh 
your recollection that his testimony was taken in Washington within 
the past 30 days. He told the committee his connection with the 
Communist Party and when he withdrew from the Communist Party, 
and he has cooperated fully with the committee.’ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; the subcommittee heard the testimony of Mr. 
Hancock and it should show in the record that his testimony was very 
complete and that it added a great deal to the sum total of knowledge 
possessed by the committee on the activities of the Communist Party 
in the San Diego area. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will continue, please. 

Mr. Taytor. Hancock asked me was I regularly employed and I 
said right then I was not employed. That is, that I was spending my 
time writing and sending articles and stories to the national maga- 
zines, and he said that he believed that he could find me a job writing, 
working for the San Diego city schools, and I was somewhat surprised, 
as he was introduced to me as a Communist, although when the people 
visited my home that day I didn’t know they were Communists; I 
thought the »y were just re: aders of the magazine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you later find them to be Communists? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; within a few weeks. I didn’t know it that night. 
I thought Stanley Hancock was the only Communist at that house 
social. 

But within a fe ‘w days Stanley Hancock obtained a job for me 
writing for the San Diego city schools’ curriculum project. It was 
some kind of a make-work project during the depression to write 
books for the schoolchildren of San Diego, and that summer of 1935 
I wrote a book for the San Diego city schools entitled “Ebbtide 
Friends.” 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that? 

Mr. Taytor. Ebbtide Friends, which was used in the San Diego 
schools for the fifth-grade children. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at this moment. Do you 
know how it w: 1s that Hancock had influence enough to obtain this 
position for you? 

Mr. Tayior. The Communist Party had a great deal of influence 
in the State relief administration and it was through those channels 
that he was able to obtain jobs for people whom he wished to enmesh 
in his organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. If you will proceed now with what 
occurred. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, I would like to interpose a question. 

Do you know who Mr. Hancock contacted relative to your employ- 
ment on this writing project ? 

Mr. Tayrtor. No; I have no idea as to that. 


1See pt. 2 of this title, pp. 4564-4592. 
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Within a few weeks after I began working for this city schools’ 
curriculum job, Stanley Hancock “asked me to join the Comenumsiat 
Party, and I told him I didn’t care to, and I wasn’t interested i 
joining, and he said, “Well, we will talk it over at some later date, 
but at least twice a week I was pressured with a membership card 
and asked to join—they had me organize a group called the Unem- 
ployed Council, of which I was the president, and I felt that maybe 
if I did some activity such as that for them that they wouldn't keep 
insisting that I join the Communist P arty. 

Finally extreme pressure was put on, several months passed, and 
I was practically told if I didn’t join the Communist Party that they 
would consider me hostile, and that a hostile person would cert Linly 
pay a penalty of some kind. It was more or less of a threat, high- 
pressure tactics. 

I didn’t join immedi itely when he said that, but I joined about that 
time, and that was about 1935. I joined soon after the heat was 
put on, you might say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the names of the group 
who called upon you and whom you later found to be members of the 
Communist Party, at the time you published your successful article 
in the New Republic? I want you to give names only of those you 
later found to be members of the Communist Party from your own 
knowledge. 

Mr. Doytr. Mr. Chairman, I wish to state at that point I am glad 
that counsel has called the attention of the witness to the fact that we 
only want any witness, either this or any other witness, to give in 
public the names of people whom. he positively can identify as Com- 
munists. We don’t want hearsay or rumor or anything less than 
positive identification. I am sure that my distinguished chairman 
agrees with that. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Taytor. These Communists who visited me and first brought 
me into contact with the Communist Party were Bessie A. Keckler—— 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mr. Taytor. K-e-c-k-l-e-r. James Toback. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell it? 

Mr. Taytor. T-o-b-a-c-k. I can’t remember who the other 2 or 3 
were. 

Mr. TavENNER. Now, if I understand your testimony correctly, you 
became an organizer of the Unemployed Council in San Diego and 
became its first president prior to your joining the Communist Party # 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. TavENNER. What positions did you later hold in the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Tayrtor. I was the continuous educational director of the Com- 
munist Party for 4 years. I was continuous chairman of the Com- 
munist Party here for a little over a year, and continuous a 
of the Communist Party in San Diego for approximately 1 yea 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the baenee or 
cell of the Communist Party to which you were first assigned upon 
becoming a member ? 

Mr. Taytor. In August of 1935 I was assigned to a small neighbor- 
hood unit of the Communist Party, possibly 7 or 8 members. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did it have a name? 

Mr. Taytor. It probably had a number, but I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in that group? 

Mr. Taytor. It might have had a name. It met in Logan Heights, 
and it might have been called the Logan Heights unit. I believe it 
was so called sometimes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of that par- 
ticular unit of the party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Until the spring of 1936. 

Mr. TavenneER. During that period of time from August 1935 until 
the spring of 1936, what was your chief activity in the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. I was assigned to work as assistant editor of the Trade 
Union News, a weekly labor paper put out by Stanley Hancock, and 
was assigned to continue my official capacity in the Unemployed Coun- 
cil, and for a while I was assigned to youth work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me take those matters up in the order—excuse 
me. Possibly you were going to mention something else. 

Mr. Taytor. No; I cannot think of anything else. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you about your work in the Unemployed 
Council. Were there other members of the Communist Party located 
within that organization ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; there were quite a few. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many would you judge? 

Mr. Taytor. Possibly 25 or 30 altogether in the county. Maybe 40. 
I really don’t know how many in the entire county because there were 
locals of this Unemployed Council throughout the county. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the Communist Party particularly interested 
in the work of the Unemployed Council ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; it wasa main front activity during the depression. 

Mr. Tavenner. I wish you would tell the committee, please, how 
the Communist Party functioned in connection with the work of its 
members in the Unemployed Council. By that I mean tell the com- 
mittee what the Communist Party sought to accomplish and how it 
proceeded to act within the Communist Party. 

Mr. Taytor. The Communist Party controlled the Unemployed 
Councils by having their Communist Party members in positions of 
leadership in nearly all the cases, and these members, these Communists 
were required to appear before the leadership of the Communist Party 
once a week or once every other week, and sometimes they were given 
orders as to the activities that Unemployed Councils were to engage in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the general nature of 
those directives or instructions, generally. 

Mr. Taytor. Well, those were days of strife. The Unemployed 
Councils held mass demonstrations, mass protests, picket lines; they 
would picket relief headquarters; they would picket the city hall and 
board of supervisors’ meetings, or would crowd them with members 
so that every seat was taken in order to endeavor to get those bodies 
to go along with policies which the Communist Party was endorsing. 
Also the Unemployed Council had people stationed at all the relief 
headquarters so if a person, say, who was not a resident of San Diego 
failed to get a food order or grocery order, as it was called, the Un- 
employed Council people would take the person back upstairs and 
intimidate the social service workers into writing out grocery orders. 
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This high-pressure type of thing made friends for the Unemployed 
Councils and those members who told the recipient that they were 
Communists, which they often did, and they would say, “I am a Com- 
munist, and see what Communist tactics can do for you,” and the 
social-service workers were usually scared to death. 

Mr. Jackson. This organized intimidation constituted authority 
which in fact was directed and dictated by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tayzor. It was. 

« Mr. Tavenner. You stated that the Communist Party members took 
people upstairs who had been denied grocery orders. I don’t under- 
stand just what you mean by taking them upstairs. Did you have an 
office or a place of business in the same building? 

Mr. Taytor. No. I should have said that the county welfare office 
at that time was in the Spreckels Building on the second and third 
floors. When I said the Communists took them upstairs, they waited 
on the ground floor and questioned everybody who came down from 
the relief office, and if a person was not a resident, they could not 
obtain a grocery order, if they were transient. In many cases there 
was always a delay because the social-service workers wanted to in- 
vestigate the person to see if they lived at the address which they 
lived at, and this constituted a delay for 2 or 3 days before the person 
received the grocery order. The Communist would take the unem- 
ployed person upstairs to the relief workers and demand a grocery 
order, and generally those tactics would get it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any instances in which the Com- 
munist Party took just the reverse attitude and interested themselves 
in denying relief to any particular class of individuals? 

Mr. Taywor. In cases of people who turned against the Communist 
Party, members, I should say, who differed with the Communist Party, 
the Communist Party would retaliate by endeavoring to have these 
people thrown off of their job, fired, or thrown off the relief rolls, if 
they were on the relief rolls. When such methods of intimidation were 
known to the other members, that kept such members from dropping 
out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you mean the Communist Party leadership would 
deliberately deprive San Diego citizens of necessary food because 
they opposed the Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Taytor. I knew of people who had lived for many years in 
San Diego who were forced to leave town and take up residence some- 
where else simply because the Communist Party was making it so 
difficult for them to make a livelihood. 

Mr. Jackson. Then it could be stated that the Communist Party 
interest in a welfare case was political rather than economic, is that a 
fair statement of fact; they were not interested in the economics of the 
matter at all, but very much interested in the politics of the indi- 
vidual concerned. 

Mr. Taytor. They were solely interested in themselves, the Com- 
munists were, solely interested in their own organization. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, Mr. Chairman, they were willing to let 
little children and babies go hungry merely because their parents op- 
posed the Communist Party. 

Mr. Taytor. If that person had been a member of the Communist 
Party. Asa rule they wouldn’t take this action against an average 
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person who happened to be against the Communists, but upon their 
own dissidents. 

Mr. Doy.e. I understand that, but in other words, if a former mem- 
ber withdrew from the party or refused to cooperate, then they went 
to the extent of intimidating social welfare and social workers to the 
point that they would deny these former Communist Party members 
food, even though there might be small children and babies in those 
families ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is right. ° 

Mr. Doyte. As a matter of punishment and retribution? 

Mr. Taytor. And in order to prevent other people from dropping 
out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. TavenNer. The committee has been accustomed to hear dissi- 
dents within the Communist Party spoken of as Trotskyites. Is that 
in a general way whi: . you are speaking of ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, but in those early depression days there was no 
actual Trotskyite organization as such. There were a few, maybe 
one or two Trotskyites in those days, but they didn’t have really an 
organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it the Communist Party was interested 
in the work of the Unemployed Council in the manner in which you 
have described; what did they seek to accomplish by that activity ? 

Mr. Tayior. Well, their purposes were twofold. They wanted to 
build an organization of unemployed people, WPA people and relief- 
ites that could carry out the policies of the Communist Party, and, 
secondly, they used this organization as a field for recruiting into the 
Communist Party, and as a method of spreading Communist infor- 
mation among a larger group of people than if there were no such 
Unemployed Council. 

Mr. TavennerR. Will you tell the committee, please, how the decision 
was reached to take a given line of conduct in the Unemployed 
Council? 

Mr. Taytor. The decision was invariably reached by the Communist 
Party leadership. The Unemployed Council leaders took no action of 
any importance on their own. They took all of their orders, and ad- 
vice from the Communist Party leads rship of San Diego, and, of 
course, that was true in other cities. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in the work of the Un- 
employed Council? 

Mr. Tayvor. Until approximately February 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you during that period of time become 
active in any other enterprise of the Unemployed Council; did it, for 
instance, publish any circulars or paper of its own ? 

Mr. Taytor. Oh, y acy I was editor of a biweekly newspaper en- 
titled the “Unemployed News” in 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told us also that you were assisting Mr. Han- 
cock as associate editor of the Trade Union News. Was that during 
this same period ? 

Mr. Taytor. That was the same period, 1935. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what the nature 
of this publication known as the Trade Union News was? 
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Mr. Tarxor. The Trade Union News was an 8- or 10-page paper 
which was mailed to several thousand A. F. of L. members in San 
Diego City, and the material in the paper was given by Communist 
Party members who were active in the A. F. of L. There was a 
Communist in nearly every union in San Diego, and these people at- 
tended meetings and gave to the Communist Party the results of those 
meetings, the action taken, and also meetings of the San Diego County 
Federated Trades and Labor Council, it was this information which 
Stanley Hancock and I wrote down and put in the weekly newspaper, 
the Trade Union News, and mailed it to several thousand A. F. of L. 
members. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was the publication financed ? 

Mr. Tayxor. It was financed by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. During this period of time, what percentage of 
your time was devoted to the work of the Communist Party through 
active participation in the party and through active participation as 
a member of a front organization of the party, namely, the Unem- 
ployed Council? 

Mr. Taytor. I should say it entailed 3 or 4 hours every day, an 
average of 30 or 40 hours a week. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend meetings of the Communist Party 
frequently at night? 

Mr. Taytor. Every member is required to attend a weekly meeting 
of the Communist Party and he is also required to attend his union 
or front meeting once a week or oftener, and is expected to take a 
art in the leadership meetings of his front organization or union. 
Fe 3 is expected to push himself into leadership. 

Mr. 'TavenneER. Will you tell us at this time, please, what organ- 
izational setup of the Communist Party was here in San Diego during 
the early period of your membership ! 

Mr. Taytor. The organizational setup of the Communist Party at 
San Diego? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Tayrtor. Its leadership, well, first, it was composed of 15 or 16 
units which had approximately a dozen or more mua Then there 
was a county executive committee which represented the leadership 
of the San Diego Communist Party and once every 2 months a meeting 
was held of the common committee, an organization of approximately 
40 or 50 Communists in San Diego who represented the leadership of 
the Communist Party units. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, the first unit that you became a member of 
was a group of 7 or 8, I understood you to say, and you think it was 
called the che Heights group or unit of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tayvor. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, who was the 
leader of that group when you first became a member of it? 

Mr. Taytor. James Toback. 

Mr. TavenNnER. James Toback? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us names of other members of that 
group, and in giving us that information I would like for you to 
identify them as well as you can by their occupation, if you know 
what that was, and tell the committee anything you can recall about 
their activities within the group. 
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Mr. Taytor. James Toback was the unit organizer of the first unit 
of the Communist Party which I was in. He was unemployed at 
that time. a 

Mr. Tavenner. What part did Toback play, if any, in recruiting 
you into the party? I am not certain that I have asked you that. 

Mr. Taytor. James Toback was one of those who recruited me, a 
cosigner for me. Every recruit is supposed to have two people vouch 
for him or cosign for him. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Toback was one? 

Mr. Taytor, That is right. 

Mr. TavenneER. Who was the other? 

Mr. Taytor. Leo Gregovich. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Taytor. G-r-e-g-o-v-i-c-h. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. If you will proceed. 

Mr. Taytor. Leo Gregovich was a cook; I don’t remember where 
he worked. He was an officer in the Cooks & Waitresses’ Union in San 
Diego, and he was a member of the county leadership of San Diego. 
Those are the only two I can think of at this time. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Were you transferred later to a different group of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. In the spring of 1936 I went into a different unit 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose or the reason for transfer- 
ring you to another group. 

Mr. Taytor. The second group which I was sent into was more 
representative of the people whom I was working with in front 
organizations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this group have a name? 

Mr. Taytor. It possibly had a number, but I do not remember it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately how many persons comprised this 
second group? 

Mr. Tayxor. I would say 13 or 14. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the leader of the group? 

Mr. Tayior. They often changed their unit organizers, sometimes 
every few months, and I can’t remember any particular one who 
seemed to be the outstanding organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of those who were 
members of this group, as far as you can recall, and again give us 
only the names of those that you are positive in your own mind were 
members of the Communist Party, at any other identifying informa- 
tion that you can give us. 

Mr. Tayior. Well, there was Mr. and Mrs. Bert Jones and Mr. and 
Mrs. Newsome, N-e-w-s-0-m-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall Mr. Newsome’s first name ? 

Mr. Tayrtor. Cosby, C-o-s-b-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. And do you recall his wife’s first name? 

Mr. Taytor. Geneva. Then there was Mr. and Mrs. Carroll 
Hunnewell. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell that last name? 

Mr. Tayior. H-u-n-n-e-w-e-l-l. James Toback was also a member. 
I think that is all I can remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that Mr. Bert Jones and his wife were 
members. Do you recall the wife’s name? 
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Mr. Taytor. I don’t recall right now. I don’t quite recall her name, 
Oh, Martha Jones. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee as nearly as you 
what the activities of this group were ? 

Mr. Tayior. This group was interested in unemployed activity 
mainly, and to some extent in boring into the American Federation 
of Labor. It had a twofold job. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a men iber of this group ¢ 

Mr. ‘Taytor. Throughout the year 1937. 1936, rather. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate during the period you were a 
member of this group in any effort to bore within labor, as you 
mentioned ? 

Mr. Tayztor. Yes. James Toback and I were assigned to work in the 
retail clerks union, A. F. of L. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you a clerk? 

Mr. Taytor. No, nor was Toback. 

Mr. TavenNeR. How could you become a member of the clerks’ 
union if you were not employed as a clerk ¢ 

Mr. ‘Taytor. The Communist Party found a sympathetic merchant 
who agreed to tell the union if they phoned him that I was a clerk for 
him. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were not a clerk ¢ 

Mr. Taynor. That is mght. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that merchant? 

Mr. Taytor. I can’t remember his name right now. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of his business ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Well, he had an upholstering and furniture store at 
32d and University in San Diego. The 20th Century Upholsterer, 
I believe. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you at any time talk to him about this plan, 
did he ever mention to you, that is, the proprietor of this mercantile 
business, that you were supposed to be employed as a clerk in his 
store to be entitled to membership while actually you were not so 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. I saw him a few months later and he told me he had 
been getting quite a number of phone calls and people dropping in 
from the AFL to check me, whether I was a elerk there, yo he said 
it was kind of interesting. He always told them I was out on sales- 
manship business. 

Mr. Danes Well, it was by this method that the Communist 
Party got you into the clerks union / 

Mr. Tayvor. That is correct. 

Mr. TavenNer. Were other persons gotten into the clerks union by a 
similar method who were not actually employed as clerks ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. At least 10 or 11 others. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Members of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tayvor. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
the Communist Party members who were not clerks but who were 
successful in infiltrating the union although not employed in a manner 
that would entitle them to become members ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. I can only think of 2, Mrs. Esco Richardson and Paul 
Alexander. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Paul Alexander ? 

Mr. Tayvor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Paul Alexander used any 
other name? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, his initials are S. C. Alexander. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether that is Sterling C. or Sterling 
Campbell Alexander ? 

Mr. Taywor. I believe he told me that at one time. 

Mr. Tavenner. But he was commonly known in this vicinity as 
Paul Alexander? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you known Paul Alexander before 
he became a member of the clerks union ? 

Mr. Taytor. I had know n Paul Alexander since March 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you known him as a Communist Party member 
during that period of time? 

Mr. Tayror. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us that Paul Alexander and Mrs. 
Esco Richardson—do you remember what her first name was? 

Mr. 'Taytor. Jen, Jen Richardson. 

Mr. Tavenner. And possibly 9 or 10 others—— 

Mr. Tayvuor. Eight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Eight, did you say? 

Mr. Taytor. About e so others. 

Mr. Tavenner. About eight others became members of the clerks 
union. Who gave you directions to become a member of the clerks 
union ? 

Mr. Taytor. The directives came from the county executive com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. It may be well for you to give us at this time, if 
you can recall, the names of the me mbers of the executive c ounty com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Taytor. The county organizer of the Communist Party was 
Stanley Hancock; the county chairman, Paul Alexander; the county 
trade union director was Leo Gregovich; the county unemployment 
director was Mrs. Keckler; the county control officer was James 
Toback. I believe that is all I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, this executive committee gavé you directions 
to become a member of the clerks union ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did the executive committee of the Commu- 
nist Party seek to accomplish within the clerks union ? 

Mr. Taytor. They sought to control it. At that time they were try- 
ing to capture the American Federation of Labor; the vy were trying 
to capture the San Diego Federated Trades and Labor Council, which 
was the leading body of the A. F. of L. in San Diego. In every union 
where the Communist Party sent members, they endeavored to get 
Communist Party leaders as heads of that body, the Federated Trades 
and Labor Council, in order to get leadership of that body and control, 
which they almoct did. 

Mr. Tavenner. And in order to do that, they desired to infiltrate 
the unions from the lowest level and build from the ground up, is that 
what, in substance, you are saying ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what your group of the 
Communist Party did after obtaining membership in the clerks union ; 
how did you impose the Communist Party will or decisions upon the 
group 

Mr. Taytor. Every week the Communist members of a trade union 
met in what they called a fraction meeting in which they discussed the 
aims and policies, plans, strategy, tactics, which the Communists were 
going to carry out at the next union meeting, or the next meeting of 
its board of officers, so they could work as a unit, working in unison, 
and put their policies through. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, the Communist Party membership of 
this group was unknown to the rank and file me smbership of the union 

Mr. Tayxor. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, at that point, was that also true of the 
Trade Union News, which I recall from your previous testimony, was 
tinanced by the Communist Party; did those who subscribed or re- 
ceived the Trade Union News have any knowledge that the Communist 
Party was in fact dictating editorial policy and also contributing 
largely to its support ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Oh, yes. The American Federation of Labor in San 
Diego had their own newspaper called the Labor Leader, and it exposed 
constantly this Communist paper and told its members that it was put 
out by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. So those who received the Trade Union News were 
pretty well aware of the fact that it was Communist dominated ¢ 

Mr. Tayior. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyie. May I ask a question on that point, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. From what source did you build up a circulation of 8 
to 10 thousand copies, as you said ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Two thousand. 

Mr. Doyxe. Oh, 2,000. May I go back and ask these 2 or 3 ques- 
tions about these 8 or 10 fraudulent clerks? As I understand, there 
were 8 or 10 of these, you included, that were on the employed list of 
this merchant out on 32d. Were they all on that list ? 

Mr. Taytor. No, 1 don’tthink so. I think I was the only one. 

Mr. Dorie. Were you on his payroll, actually ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Doyie. Did you ever receive any checks from him for any 
purpose { ’ 

Mr. Taywor. No. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you ever go in there and turn in any orders to him 
as a result of your solicitation of orders? 

Mr. Taytor. No, I only saw him once or twice, I think, in all of 
my employment with him. 

Mr. Dorie. How long did you perpetrate that sort of a fraud with 
this fraudulent employer ? 

Mr. Taytor. For several months, and then in the middle of 1936 
I became manager of the—or part manager and part-time clerk at the 
International Book Store at 635 E Street, San Diego, and thereby 
terminated my dubious employment with the upholsterer. 

Mr. Doyrx. Are you in a position to say whether you were the only 
one in that fraudulent employment relationship in upholstering, or 
were there more than you as a Communist in there, in that relationship ? 
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Mr. Taytor. I don’t believe I ever inquired of the other Commu- 
nist as to where they were supposed to be employed. 

Mr. Dorr. Did you ever identify that particular upholsterer who 
perpetrated that fr: aud with you as a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. No. I never knew him asa member of the Communist 
Party. He was just considered a sympathizer. I never heard that 
he was a member. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you have described to the committee just how 
the Communist Party functioned in order to wield an influence within 
that local. Was your group successful in securing the election of any 
particular indiv iduals as officers of that union ? 

Mr. Taytor. We succeeded in electing one Communist to the posi- 
tion of secretary of this union. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What was the name of that Communist : 

Mr. Tayxor. I am not ae at this time. That was many years 
ago. Eighteen years ago. I don’t remember who. And myself, I 
was elected as a delegate to the San Diego County Federated Trades 
and Labor Council. I don’t know at this time whether Communists 
were elected to leadership. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the approximate membership of the local 
which you had joined $ 

Mr. Taytor. It was a small local to begin with. I don’t know, of 
course, the total membership. There were probably 25 or 30 people 
in attendance early in 1936, and the local grew until finally it was hav- 
ing membership meetings of 2 or 3 hundred people. But I don’t know 
what the actual dues-paying membership was. 

Mr. Tavenner. It would seem obvious that you had a little diffi- 
culty in controlling a meeting if there were only 20, 25 to 30 members 
present when you had as many as 8 to 11 Communist Party members 
there. 

Mr. Taytor. Actually, we didn’t have too much difficulty because 
the average non-Communist will not get up and speak and he is not 
working with a clique or group, so a group of 8 or 9 people in a crowd 
of 300 can completely control it by getting up and endorsing and sup- 
porting each other and speaking for an issue and the membership 
thinks this must be popular if 8 or 9 people are so intense about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it true, however, if the membership of that 
union had been aware of the danger of Communist infiltration by 
appearance at those meetings, they could have voted the Communists 
out of any position of influence entirely and whipped the Communists 
in that group? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, that is correct. The membership did not know 
who were Communists in their local, didn’t know that there were any 
at all. 

Mr. TavenNER. What was the naine of the local? 

Mr. Taytor. It was the Retail Clerks’ International Protective As- 
sociation. I don’t remember the number of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any other matter in which the Com- 
munist Party wielded an influence within that local while you were 
a member of it? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. The Communist Party decided toward the latter 
half of 1936 that they should swing the clerks union into the CIO, 
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which had just taken shape nation: ally. Also at this time, approxi- 
mately either late 1936 or early 1937, rather, of which I am speaking, 
the Communist Party had nearly seized control of the Federated 
Trades and Labor Council by pae king it with their members and sym- 
pathizers, and early in 1937 the national organization of the A. F. of L. 
swooped down just in time and lifted the charter of the Federated 
Trades and Labor Council to prevent the Communists from seizing 
complete control of the labor movement in San Diego, and this quick 
decisive action, 

Mr, ‘Tavenner. Just a moment. Let’s leave the thread of your 
story a minute and follow what you have just said. You had been 
elected through the efforts of the Communist Party to the position of 


delegate to this trade council as a result of the work of the Communists 
in this group, is that correct ? 

Mr. Taywor. I was elected by the Retail Clerks Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. And by that method the Communist Party 
got a representative on the trade council ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many other Communists, that is, persons 
known to you through your own knowledge to be Communists, were 
similarly successful in getting on the trade council ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I would say 20 or 25. 

Mr. Tavenner. Twenty or twenty-five out of a total membership 
of how many? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, that doesn’t include sympathizers. Those 25 
Communists had a great many other delegates who worked with them 
hand in glove who. however, were not “Communists. I would say 
there were nearly 150 delegates at this time to the Federated Trades 
and Labor Council and the Communist Party controlled nearly half 
of them. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee at this point in your 
testimony, if you can recall, who the Communist Party members were 
of the trade council, persons who like yourself had been successful 
in being elected to that group as delegates from their respective 
unions ¢ 

Mr. 'Tayvor. I can only think of a few names because I was not 
working with these other Communists as a Communist, so I didn’t 
know them all personally, but the head of the Federated Trades and 
Labor Council was a Communist, his name was A. C. Rogers. He 
was the organizational secretary. 

Mr. TavenNER. Do you know whether that is senior or junior? 

Mr. Tayror. Well, it must be senior. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Can you give the committee some indication of his 
age at that time? 

Mr. Tayxor. I would say he was a man of 38. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was he employed? If you know. 

Mr. Taytor. A. C. Rogers, I believe, belonged to the office workers 
union. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was a member of the Communist Party and was 
successful in getting on the labor council by the same methods that 
you were successful ? 

Mr. Taytor. Of course, I can’t say as to that. A. C. Rogers was a 
man of unusual ability, that is, he was personally a very capable 
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man, and he was very sincere about union work. He was a unionist 
at heart and he had been misguided into thinking that the Communist 
Party was for labor. He reached his position due to sheer ability, in 
my opinion, although he was duped and later found out he was duped 
and broke with the Communist Party and is no longer a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee the names of others 
whom you know of your personal knowledge were members of the 
party and were members of the labor counc il? 

Mr. Jackson. And further, if the witness will also state, if he knows, 
whether or not they terminated their association with the Communist 
Party at any time subsequent to that. 

Mr. Tayror. I can think of one other. A man named Carroll 
Hunnewell, two r’s in Carroll. He was a delegate from the tailors 
union, I believe, ¢ leaning establishment union, perhaps, would be more 
correct. And offhand I can’t think of any others right at this time. 
There was a Lydick, John Lydick, who joined the Communist Party 
fora while. He was a delegate for the various trade and labor coun- 
cils, and he became the organizational secretary of this trade council 
after A. C. Rogers left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. What was his name? 

Mr. 'Taytor. John Lydick. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Taytor. L-y-d-i-c-k. He was an officer of the plasterers 
union. He also broke with the Communist Party shortly after, I 
would say very soon after, some time in the middle of 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any others? 

Mr. 'Tayior. Offhand I can’t think of any others. That happened 
17 years ago, and the only ones that I worked with were the Com- 
munists in the clerks union, those are the only ones that I was asso- 
ciated with. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Saul Barnhart? 

Mr. Tayvor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of your own personal knowledge 
whether he was a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tayror. I never saw Saul Barnhart at a Communist Party 
meeting, but he was generally in the Communist Party headquarters, 
which at that time was at 852 Eighth Avenue, San Diego, just across 
from the public library. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, Saul Barnhart was identified as a 
delegate from the tailors union who was a member of this group by 
the witness Stanley Hancock. 

Now I interrupted—in order to get before the committee the method 
of procedure in the labor council, 1 interrupted your story as to what 
was occurring within your local, when the Communist Party decided 
to take it out of the A. F. of L. and into the CIO. 

Mr. Taywor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed with that, please ? 

Mr. Taytor. When the A. F. of L. purged itself from the Com- 
munists in 1937 and completely destroyed the Communist influence 
in the Federated Trades and Labor Council, the Communists in the 
retail clerks union, most of them, began to get desperate and felt 
that they would be expelled from that union and their charter lifted. 
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so they determined to try to pull this organization into the CIO, to 
desert the A. F. of L. The result was that the Communists put the 
pressure on the leadership of the clerks union, most of whom were not 
Communists, and convinced them of the necessity of calling an elec- 
tion of the entire membership to vote whether to join the CIO. At 
this period—I should mention this was the period of the famous sit- 
down strikes—if you remember back 16 or 17 years ago there was 
a national wave of sitdown strikes in department stores, clerk sit- 
down strikes. It just lasted a few months but it was sort of a mass 
hysteria that swept the country as a mass enthusiasm of clerks hoping 
to get wage increases by sitdown strikes. I believe these sitdown 
strikes followed similar sitdown strikes in automotive industries and 
others. So there had been a large influx of clerks into the retail clerks 
union in 1937. As TI say, the membership meetings were in the hun- 
dreds of this one local. One of the Communists, whose name I do 
not recall, he was recording secretary of the local, he was ordered by 
the union officials to send out postcards to every member of the retail 
clerks union to advise them an important meeting was coming up 
at a and-such a day and place to decide whether to remain in 
the A. F. of L. or to go into the CIO clerks, and this Communist, 
whether by accide uh or purposely, I never knew, he neglected to mail 
out the cards of membership, possibly feeling that the membership 
would not vote for it. The result was that we had a large hall and 
only 20 or 25 people, clerks, showed up who were close enough to 
the organization to know about it. "The memb ership wasn’t there, and 
it was at this—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the Communist Party members there? 

Mr. Taytor. Oh, yes; the Communist Party members were there. 

Mr. Tavenner. A hundred percent ? 

Mr. Taytor. One hundred percent, and of course, they outvoted 
the non-Communists who wanted to stay in the A. F. of L. And at 
this meeting a vote was taken over my protest, I didn’t agree with it 
at all. T was the only 

Mr. Tavenner. So you were the only Communist that did? 

Mr. Taytor. I was the only Communist who got up and said we 
should not hold a vote without the entire membership there since a 
mistake had been made and the cards were not sent out, and I w 
under a cloud with the Communists for a month or two as a nett 
of my bucking the policy of this Communist faction, but as a result 
of that meeting, the clerks union in the A. F. of L. was completely 
destroyed. The membership, the hundreds, it may have been thou- 
sands of members, when they read the newspapers the next day that 
the Retail Clerks Union switched to CIO, they said to themselves, 
“Why weren’t we notified, who is running this organization, a clique,’ 
and naturally since this was done undemoc -atically, the entire member- 
ship melted away, like ice on a hot day, and some of them even mailed 
in their cards and said, “I wouldn’t have anything more to do with 
such an undemocratic organization,” and it hurt the prestige of the 
A. F. of L., such skulduggery, and it also ruined a good union, and 
the charter, of course, when this happened, the A. F. of L. immediately 
picked up the charter and the books and everything, because the union 
had left the A. F. of L., and that was the end of the Communist 
experiment in the destruction of a good trade union. 
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Mr. Jackson. Were you disciplined in any way for your action in 
opposing the vote at that time? 

Mr. Taytor. No, because it was obvious in a few days that the 
Communist faction had made a mistake, so the other members of the 
faction were disciplined in a way and some of them left town. When 
it was discovered that they h: wh made a mistake, they failed to swing 
the organization bodily into the CIO, t hat was the Communist desire, 
and since they had failed to lo thi ut they lost their prestige and I 
gained a small amount of prestige with the Communist leadership for 
having followed the correct policy, although I was not successful in 
what I attempted. 

Mr. Doyre. Mr. Chairman, in view of the witness’ statement that 
he gained a little prestige from having taken the only correct policy, 
however, the action you took was not the policy of the Communist 
Party before you took it, was it? In other words, the actions you took 
were contrary to the Communist Party, actually? 

Mr. Taytor. The Communist Party gave orders to the Communist 
faction in the Retail Clerks Union to swing the A. F. of L. union 
into the CIO, but they didn’t intend for it to be done in such a clumsy 
fashion that it really destroyed the organization. They wished to 
control it, but they didn’t at that time wish to completely destroy it. 

Mr. Tavenner. The only opposition on your part to the Communist 
Party was the holding of the meeting without notice; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. -And the Communist who neglected 
to mail out those cards was practically banished, because he left town 
shortly afterward. He was being criticized too severely by the Com- 
munist leadership. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he actually employed as a clerk? 

Mr. Taytor. He was probably the on!y Communist who was a clerk. 
He worked as a shoe clerk. I really don’t remember his name. 

Mr. Tavenrr. Well, after that fatal mistake, or fatal action, which- 
ever it may have been, on his part, in not mailing the notices to the 
membership, what did he do? 

Mr. Taytor. What did he do? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes 

Mr. Tayior. He tried to explain to the union leadership that he 
had given the cards to somebody to mail, and they had neglected to, 
but he never did bring forth any such person, and nobody believed 
his story. They sensed that he had simply overlooked mailing the 
notices on purpose. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he make any explanation to the Communist 
Party members in any Communist Party group meeting ? 

Mr. Taytor. I didn’t attend any investigation that the Communist 
Party held over this. They undoubtedly did. The Communist lead- 
ership in San Diego undoubtedly had an investigation in San Diego 
as to how it happened that this Communist group completely de- 
stroyed a union. I wasn’t at such a meeting and I do not know what 
transpired. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this individual make any statement to you as 
to his purpose in leaving San Diego or the reason for his leaving? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. He said he didn’t care for the climate in San 
Diego any more; that he thought he would go to a different altitude, 


Salt Lake City. 
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Mr. Tavenner. So he left not only the Communist Party here, but 
le left his job? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And went into other fields ? 

Mr. Tayzor. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. And left a very fine climate. 

Mr. Taytor. And a good climate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did that end your activity within a labor 
union ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. That ended my activity in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and all of the other Communists who had en- 
deavored to capture the American Federation of Labor in 1937, and 
the Communists never did regain their influence in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in San Diego. 

Mr. TAvenNER. So that was the climax of the unsuccessful efforts 
of the Communist Party to control labor unions in this area ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘That is, as far as your knowledge is concerned. 

Mr. Taytor. As far as my knowledge is concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee about when your ac- 
tivities within the clerks union were thus terminated ? 

Mr. Taytor. I don’t remember the date of this period. It was early 
in 19837 when the charter was lifted of the Federated Trades and 
Labor Council, and then the Retail Clerks Union was smashed by the 
Communists. I don’t know the month. 

Mr. Tavenner. During this period of time when you were active 
in this union, did you engage in other Communist Party activities / 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. In early 1937 the State Federation of Labor 
held a convention in San Diego at the Eagles’ Hall, and the Com- 
munists attempted on a statewide scale to capture that. And they 
managed to get as many Communists as possible sent from unions 
throughout California, to send them as delegates to this convention 
of the American Federation of Labor in 1937, hoping to capture it. 
The leadership at that time was under an anti-Communist group. I 
was not a delegate, but I was an observer and reporter with Stanley 
Hancock. We attended all meetings of this AFL convention, took 
notes and watched the progress of the Communist Party trying to cap- 
ture it. But they completely failed to have enough Communist dele- 
gates, and this, of course, was early in 1937, earlier than the inci- 
dents which T have just previously mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. All of which demonstrates the importance of a loca] 
labor organization being alert and resisting the inroads of the Com- 
munist Party on the lowest levels of their unions. 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, if I may comment at that point, I 
should state that we have hundreds of pages of sworn testimony which 
indicates beyond any peradventure of a doubt that apathy on the part 
of the bulk of a membership of any given organization has contributed 
ereatly to Communist efforts. In some instances labor unions, youth 
eroups, schools, and churches have been infiltrated and taken over by 
this small minority to which this witness has referred. 

Sometimes we feel, on the committee, too much stress is laid upon 
the point of numbers. It is quite obvious from the testimony of this 
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witness that it required a very small number of members of the Com- 
munist Party to exercise its will upon the majority of the members 
of the group, and in effect, completely control and disrupt the activi- 
ties of the organization. 

That, I say again, is well established in testimony. There are hun- 
dreds and probably thousands of pages of testimony which indicate 
that that apathy, that neglect of responsibility of the membership in 
organizations has led directly to Communist control of the group. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other Communist activities were you engaged 
in during this period ? 

Mr. Taywor. I was expected to help in youth work in the organiza- 
tion called the Young Communist League, and with the destruction of 
the clerks union by the Communists, I was sent into a new organization 
called the Workers’ Alliance, which was created out of the old Unem- 
ployed Councils. 

The Workers’ Alliance was a national Communist-front organi- 
zation. 

Mr. TaveNnNeER. Before you tell us about your experience in that 
organization, let me ask you if you did any writing or editorial work 
during the period that you were also engaged in union activities? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. I was a reporter for the People’s World and 
shortly after, late in 1937 or 1938, I was made a reporter for the Daily 
Worker in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you an identification card saying, “This is 
to certify that Dan Forrest Taylor is a special correspondent of the 
Daily Worker,” signed, “C. A. Hathaway, editor of the Daily Worker.” 
That is your identification card ? 

Mr. Tayvor. Yes; it is. 

Mr. TavENNER. What was the nature of your work as a representa- 
tive of the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Taywor. I was supposed to send them an average of one article 
a day about the events, usually Communist-inspired events, which 
were transpiring in San Diego. They also wanted me to write full- 
page fiction and articles for their magazine section, which I did do on 
occasion. 

The Daily Worker and the People’s World of San Francisco pub- 
lished 1 or 2 articles in each issue by me. 

Mr. TavenNnER. What was the function of the People’s World in this 
area ? 

Mr. Tayior. The People’s World was not labeled a Communist 
paper. It had grown out of an official Communist paper called the 
Western Worker, which was also published in San Francisco and 
which carried on its masthead, “Official Organ of the Communist 
Party in California.” 

The People’s World endeavored to rid itself of the Communist label 
and become a broader paper and to get subscribers who were not 
Communists. 

Mr. TavenneER. Mr. Chairman, this paper may have attempted to 
get rid of its label, but according to the testimony in San Francisco 
last December it was shown by members of their staff that virtually 
the entire staff membership were members of the Communist Party, 
that they accepted Communist Party directives as to the editorial 
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content of the paper, and this committee, as you know, is now engaged 
in the work of an investigation of that periodical. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. The witness David Blodgett, who was a re- 
porter for the Daily People’s World, testified fully as to the ex- 
tent of Communist direction of the Daily People’s World, and stated 
that it was an organ of Communist opinion and was used in large 
part to bring to the attention of Communist Party members the 
current and official line of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Witness, I understood you to say that this 
group endeavored to get rid of the party label. Do you know why it 
desired to get rid of the party label although still being operated 
and managed through directives of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. For the reason that when it was labeled the 
Western Worker on the second page over the editorial page had the 
wording, “Official Organ of the Communist Party,” they had no suc- 
cess at all in making this paper popular; they couldn’t gain sub- 
scribers outside of their own Communist Party members, and when 
they would distribute this paper to union meetings, the average A. F. 
of I. member would take the papers and tear them up. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t the reason for that the fact that the Com- 
munist Party could not sell its line directly to the people of this 
country, that they must resort to deceit and circumvention in order 
to accomplish its purpose ? 

Mr. Tay tor. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And therefore knowledge of their activities and 
the nature of them is essential for people to appraise their efforts and 
their work and to evaluate it ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Will you tell the committee any further experiences 
you had as a representative of that paper? Tell the committee, 
please, how your connection with the People’s World was obtained. 

Mr. Taytor. Well, that was simply an assignment which Stanley 
Hancock and the county executive committee asked of me while I was 
writing for the Trade Union News much of the same material, usually 
just a carbon copy I mailed, was supposed to mail to the People’s 
World and the Daily Worker. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you receive any compensation for articles that 
you sent to the People’s World ? 

Mr. Taytor. No. If a Communist receives a party assignment he 
is not supposed to be compensated. That is just another of his tasks. 

Mr. Jackson. That was not the case of a paid party functionary ? 

Mr. Taytor. There was only one paid party fiadaenatry at that 
time and that was Stanley Hancock, and I don’t believe that he was 
on the payroll directly. He received an expense account. 

Mr. Jackson. The point is that not all of the assignments in the 
Communist Party area labor of love. Some are paid. 

Mr. Taytor. Oh, definitely. But I can only speak of San Diego. 
Oh, definitely, they have a great number of people on their payroll. 
Mr. Jackson. Is this a good time to take a break, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. TavennER. This isa convenient place, yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Before we take a break, there is always brought up 
in the course of these hearings the matter of the jurisdiction of the 
committee. 
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I am willing to prophesy that in a number of cases during this 
hearing the authority of the jurisdiction of the committee will be 
questioned. I would like to have M1 Doyle read into the record for 
me the authority and the jurisdiction of the committee. 

Mr. Doyix. Mr. Chairman, I think it well that the group here in 
this room or any person hearing the proceedings be reminded that 
this subcommittee is here under Public Law 601, enacted by the 79th 
Congress in 1946. Iread the text thereof : 


The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, 
character, and objects of Un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and Un 
American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic 
origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by 
our Constitution, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would 
aid Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or 

to the clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of such 
investigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 
For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
tivities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attend 
ance of such witnesses, and the production of such books, papers, and docu 
ments; and to take such testimony, as it deems necessary, subpenas may be 
issued under the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcom- 
mittee, or by any member designated by any such chairman, and may be served 
by any person designated by any such chairman or member. 


4 


The Committee on Un-American Activities consists of nine members. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I haven’t spoken to you of this, but as I entered 
the hall here this morning an hour ago, there was handed to me on 
lettersize paper without any official heading thereon, a mimeographed 
sheet entitled, “The Time Has Come.” Of course, that is the freedom 
of an American citizen to hand out literature. Thank God it is, 
and I know we will always fight for that freedom of the press and 
freedom of public expression, but as you know, I am a registered 
Democrat. 

Mr. Jackson. I have heard of that. 

Mr. Dorie. You have heard it said and I am very proud of it. 
But at the bottom of thie sheet the only indication of who is respon- 
sible for it is this: “Thirtieth District Young Democrats.’ 

Now, while I live in Los Angeles County, I am not familiar with 
whether there is such an organization as 30th District Young Demo- 
crats or not, but I think, Mr. Chairman, the public is entitled to know 
whether or not there is such an official group of Young Democrats 
in San Diego County, and if there is who the officers thereof are, and 
I would like to say that I, as a Democrat, would apprec late very much 
if there is such an organized group of San Diego County, that they 
will identify themse lves to me durin g these hearings so we may know 
whether this is just a phony designation by whoever wrote up this 
sheet, or whether or not a really constituted group of young American 
citizens is sponsoring this. Again I say if they are it is thelr perfect 
right, but I do think that a sheet like this, the public is entitled to 
know who the officers thereof are and whether there is in fact such 
an organization. 
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The reason I make that statement is that I as a Democrat would 
appreciate knowing whether or not the Democratic organization is 
really sponsoring that announcement. 

If there is, during the hearings I would like to have that organiza- 
tion identified to me just as a neighbor Democrat of southern 
California. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

That is not to be interpreted as any partisan byplay on the part 
of the committee, because this committee prides itself on the fact that 
our approach to this work must necessarily be bipartisan and non 
partisan. Those that would like to divide us would like nothing 
better than to insert a wedge between the members of the committee. 
I make this statement as chairman of this subcommittee, and as ou 
who has approached his labors on this committee, as have all the 
members of the committee, in the spirit of Public Law 601, and with 
the determination not to be swerved from the duty which has been laid 
on us by the Congress of the United States. 

At this time the committee will stand in recess. 

(Whereupon a short recess was taken.) 

Mr. J ACKSON. The committee will be in order W 1} th witness 
take the chair, please ? 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Taylor, it has been called to my attention that 
the identification card issued to you by the Daily Worker carried 
your name as Dan Forrest Taylor, where your middle name, accord 
ing to your testimony, is some other name. Will you explain that to 
us ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, that is correct. I began writing in 1933 under 
the name of Dan Forrest Taylor because by father, who was a teacher 
of mathematics at San Diego High School for 25 years had the same 
name as mine, and I didn’t wish my writings to be confused with him. 
My father had written 6 mathematics text books which were in use all 
over the United States in public schools, so for that reason I dropped 
the middle name Pomeroy and used Forrest as my pen name, Dan 
Forrest Taylor. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that you were working 
as associate editor of the Trade Union News, did you also do editorial 
work for a paper known as Common Sense ? 

Mr. Taytor. Not at that time. In late 1937 or possibly 1938 the 
Communist Party made me the editor of a biweekly, 8 page paper in 
San Diego entitled “Common Sense,” which expired after a few 
months, 6 or 7 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it staffed and financed by the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your position with it? 

Mr. Taytor. I was the editor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it have a business manager or other executive ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. No, it didn’t have. It had a staff of 3 or 4 people who 
helped publish it, and they usually rotated, changed the staff, different 
people sometimes every issue. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, who were asso 
ciated with that publication, as far as you can recall ? 
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Mr. Taytor. There was only one J, can recall, and that was the 
organizer of the East San Diego unit of the Communist Party, a 
woman named Keckler. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Orville James 
having been connected with that publication ? 

Mr. Tayxor. No, Orville James was not connected with the paper 
Common Sense to my knowledge. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you acquainted with Orville James? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, he was an excellent artist, did the drawings for 
the CIO Aircraft News in 1937-39. 

Mr. Tavenner. But he was not connected in any way with Common 
Sense ¢ 

Mr. Tarzor. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not he was a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give any further identifying informa- 
tion as to the group that he was a member of or his activities within 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. I don’t know too much about him. He worked at 
Solar Aircraft and was an artist for the Aircraft News in those early 
days. I have no idea what he is doing now. I think he left San 
Diego about 1939. 

Mr. Tavennetr. I believe you told the committee upon the com 
pletion of your sojourn in the labor field that you—— 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I just at that point interrupt the 
witness? Of course, I don’t know Orville James, but I am wondering, 
Mr. Chairman, if that is sufficient identification of him as a member 
of the Communist Party. For me it is not, if that is all you are going 
to get about Orville James. I would feel that the witness ought to 
identify him more than he has, how he knows he is a member of the 
Communist Party, or was. 

Mr. Jackson. I think he should, if the witness can, give some infor- 
mation relative to Orville James, whether or not you knew him as a 
member of the Communist Party, or whether or not you attended 
closed sessions of the Communist Party with him, whether he himself 
identified himself to you as a member of the Communist Party, or just 
from what source does your information come. 

Mr. Tayvor. Yes, I saw him at closed meetings of the Communist 
Party, and he on occasions mentioned to me that he was a member. 
I knew him as a member. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. That is sufficient. 

Mr. Tavenner. You indicated that after the completion of your 
work within the field of labor that you became a member of the 
Workers’ Alliance. Will you tell the committee what led up to that 
assignment to you? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I was working for the Federal Writers’ Project 
at that time and since my activities had made me known as a Com- 
munist in San Diego, I was no longer effective in any union field, 
so I was assigned to work in the Workers’ Alliance and to edit their 
newspaper, which I did for 3 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the newspaper called ? 

Mr. Tayxor. The Organizer. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any other experience connected with 
the Workers’ Alliance ? 

Mr. Tayvor. In 1939 I was made organizer of the professional local 
of the Workers’ Alliance which was attempting to bring in white- 
collar workers, artists, singers, and all the cultural field in which the 
Works Progress Administration at that time had many professional 
people employed and it was felt a local strictly for them would be 
more to their liking. 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘To what extent was the Communist Party interested 
in the work of the Workers’ Alliance ? 

Mr. Tayuor. The Communist Party controlled and directed every 
move of the Workers’ Alliance in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. It did what? I didn’t understand. 

Mr. 'Tayvor. It directed and controlled it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how it obtained that 
much influence within the Workers’ Alliance ? 

Mr. Tayvor. Well, actually the Communist Party was the founder, 
organizer of the Workers’ Alliance. It originally was the Unemployed 
Council, and it was simply a matter of changing its name. The Work- 
ers’ Alliance in open meeting affiliated itself with a national body 
called the Workers’ Alliance, which was a Communist front also and 
the majority of the leaders of the Workers’ Alliance in San Diego were 
Communist Party members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the the committee at this time any 
particular projects or any particular objectives that the Communist 
Party was able to bring about within the Workers’ Alliance ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, the Workers’ Alliance, which was an organiza- 
tion of over a thousand members, I don’t remember the number, prob- 
ably between one and two thousand, engaged in various political activi- 
ties. Its work was similar to that of the Unemployed Council’s, ex- 
cept that the Workers’ Alliance did not admit to being Communist. 
The Communist leaders in it were advised generally to deny that they 
were Communists to the public, and they did not want, similar to their 
newspaper, they wanted to give it a non-Communis st appearance, and 
that was the attempt that was made by the Workers’ Alliance. Their 
activities, as I say, were approximately the same as the Unemployed 
Council’s. They endeavored to get people in the relief and WPA that 
were frie wndly to the Workers’ Alliance. If there were hostile people 
there, why, the Workers’ Alliance put on a campaign to have them 
removed or sent elsewhere. It was a matter of building up the pres- 
tige of the Workers’ Alliance with the local authorities “of the Works 
Progress Administration and county welfare and relief. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain active in the Workers 
Alliance ? 

Mr. Taywor. Until early in 1940. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Will you tell the committee, please, who as members 
of the Communist Party were active in the work of the Workers’ 
Alliance in addition to yourself ? 

Mr. Taytor. The organizer of the Workers’ Alliance was a man 
named C, V. Wahlenmaier. He was also a member of the county exec- 
utive committee of the Communist Party and was the Communist 
director for that line of work for that field. The others I mentioned, 
Jones and Newsome, they were the principal guiding lights of the 
Workers’ Alliance. They were the hardest workers in that organiza- 
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ion, and then, of course, there were other Communists that came and 
ver the years, some for a few months, and others for a year, but 
don’t recall many of their names. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have told us of this second group of the 
ommunist Party to which you were assigned, and I think that was 
from a period in 1936 on up to the end of your Communist Party 

vities in San Diego. Was there a third group during that period ? 

Mr. Taytor. There was a third group. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Before we come to the third group, will you tell 
the committee, please, who compos sed this second group I am told 
you have already given us that te stimony. Then let us proceed with 
the third group. 

Mr. ‘Taynor. The third group, that is the third unit of the Com- 

inist Party which I was sent into in 1937, was composed of much 
he same people as the second group with the addition of Esco Richard- 

, Jel Richat lson, and C. V. Wahlenmaier. That is all I ean think 
of at the moment. It was a group of 14 to 20 people. It varied. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name of 
LaVerne Lym, L- y-m ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes: he was also a member of that unit for a year or 
two. F 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know whether he was also on the executive 

mmittee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; he was made a member of the county executive 
committee of the Communist Party in 1938, I believe, when he was 

ted Pe ople’s World director for San Dies go County. He was in 
harge of circulation of the P eople’ ’s World in the city. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you write for that paper during the period, of 

me he was circulation manager, did you say ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes: that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall his wife as a member of the Commu 

Party ? 

Mr. Taynor. Yes; his wife’s name was Frances, and she was also a 

rember of my unit, Communist unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. During this period of time from 1936 to 1940, when 
you were a member of the second and third group which you have 
described, did you hold any office in either of those local groups of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; I was invariably the educational director of my 
unit in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your duties as educational director? 

Mr. Taytor. My duties were to give or lead a 1-hour discussion in 
each week at our unit meeting on some interests of particular impor- 
tance at that particular week, some issue that the Communist Party 
was interested in, or sometimes the education discussions were on more 
theoretical matters, but my job was to give assignments to members 
of my Communist unit to make short reports so as to involve them in 
the discussion, and also to see that the members of my Communist unit 
kept up with their reading. The Communists are supposed to spend 
a few hours every week reading Communist pamphlets, books, and 
newspapers, and it is the duty of the educational director of the unit 
to see that they are keeping up with their reading, and particularly 
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that they are not spending any time reading anti-Communist litera 
ture or seeing that they don’t even read the regular press. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall that there was an effort made by the 
Communist Party to prevent its membership from reading literature 
or periodicals against the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Oh, yes; this was the policy of the Communist Party 
A member who was caught reading an anti-Communist book would 
tind himself in very serious difficulties. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by serious difficulties? 

Taytor. Well, he could be brought up on charges, charges of 
expulsion, charges of what they call deviationism. He would find 
himself suspect. They would say, “If you have any time to read, read 
the Communist public: ations, don’t read those that are hostile.” And 
they had so many publications put out, they put out so many scores of 
pamphlets each year and dozens of books and scores of magazines, that: 
it is almost impossible for the average Communist to even keep up 
with the flood of material that the Communists put out in this country. 

So if they have any time to read, the educational director is sup- 
posed to see, and his county organizer, unit organizer, is supposed to 
see that they read Communist material only. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this question : Did I understand the Com- 
— Party tried to keep the Communist Party members from even 

reading the daily press? I think I heard you say that. 

Mr. Taynor. Y es. If it was dise overed the »y were reading the local 
press rather than—if they were reading it and ignoring the People’s 
World, this was a serious thing, so considered by the Communist 
leadership. It was perfectly all right to read the daily press in San 
Diego or any other daily metropolitan daily press if they read the 
People’s World as well. 

Mr. Dorie. What was your experience as educational director, did 
you find many of them that were neglecting the Communist paper in 
favor of the daily press or vice versa ? 1 

Mr. Taytor. I found that the membership, I would say 100 per- 
cent, subscribed or bought the People’s World. This was expected of 
them, and most of them, 95 percent of them, refused to read the metro- 
politan press, of this city. 

Mr. Jackson. That all has a slight odor of book burning. 

Mr. Tayvor. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. About which the Daily Worker and the People’s 
World make such a clamor when it concerns any other particular 
philosophy. 

Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period that you were the educational 
director, did you receive any instructions from any particular member 
of the Communist Party on a higher level ? 

Mr. Tayrtor. While I was a member of the county executive com- 
mittee, while I was county educational director, did I receive orders 
from higher levels? 

Mr. TavenneER. Yes. 

Mr. Tayrtor. Yes. I received directives from the State Communist 
Party headquarters in San Francisco at 121 Eighth Street as to 
methods of conducting, methods of holding educ ationals, and as to 
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classes that we held in San Diego. One duty of the county educa- 
tional director was to hold public classes in communism and allied 
subjects, also to hold private party schools, and I was also in charge 
of mass meetings, rallies, in organizing them, meetings that were 
held by the Communist Party or by front organizations that we com- 
pletely controlled. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other positions did you hold in the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Tayior. I was manager of International Book Shop in San 
Diego for nearly 4 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that bookshop located ? 

Mr. Tayior. At 635 E Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about the history of it, 
its establishment and its objectives and what part the Communist 
Party played in its operations. 

Mr. Tayvor. It had been set up, probably in 1933 or 1934, possibly 
1934. It had been set up by the Communist Party under a State license 
obtained in the name of the Workers’ Club, of San Diego, offices at 
852 Eighth Street. The bookshop was located on the second floor 
at 852 Eighth Street, and the Communist leadership decided that it 
would be better to have this bookshop on the main floor on the street 
where it would attract a larger group of people because generally it 
was only Communists that walked upstairs at 852 Eighth Street. 
The others would be afraid of getting kicked downstairs. 

So in 1935, toward the last of the year, the premises at 653 E Street, 
at San Diego, were rented by the Workers’ Club. The Workers’ Club 
was an underground licensed, legally licensed, organization in Cali- 
fornia, licensed under the laws of California. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by referring to it as an under- 
ground club? 

Mr. Tayior. Well, in the early, very early 1930’s the Communist 
Party wanted to open up headquarters in San Diego but they didn’t 
dare do so under the name of the Communist Party, so they incorpo- 
rated themselves into an organization called the Workers’ Club, which 
was simply another name for the Communist Party. They were the 
organization that rented their various Communist Party headquarters. 
It was a legal organization so it couldn’t be outlawed. 

The bookshop in San Diego had a regular yearly license which it 
paid the State, I think it was $25 a year, which was the bookstore 
license in those days, and the Workers’ Club paid that license each 
year, but the bookstore itself atte mpted to have a broader selection of 
books than just Communist, after it moved to its new location, and 
generally the books in the window were not of a Communist nature, 
in order to attract non-Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the books on the shelves? 

Mr. Taytor. About 90 percent of the books on the shelves were 
Communist and the rest were innocuous; we had nothing anti-Com- 
munist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the bookshop used in any way in the plan of 
recruiting members into the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, it was a field for_rec ruiting. Wherever the 
Communist Party issued leaflets in San Diego, and they distributed 
tens of thousands of leaflets over San Diego each year, the address on 
the leaflets was always 653 E Street, International Book Shop, so some 
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people who were curious or interested would come in and buy material 
or talk with me and the other people. I wasn’t the clerk there very 
much. There were other clerks but I managed the store in the evening, 
that is, the business end of it. 

Mr. Tavenner.’ Will you tell the committee what other positions you 
held in the Communist Party in San Diego? Wern’t you at one time 
the chairman of the San Diego unit of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tayvor. That is right. After Paul Alexander left as county 
chairman of the Communist Party, a position which he held for sev- 
eral years, I in 1939 and early 1940 was made chairman of the county 
organization of the Communist Party, and then following that, in 
mid-1940 I was made county organizer after Esco Richardson left. 
Esco Richardson was the leader of the party after Stanley Hancock 
left in 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, as head of the Communist Party in San Diego, 
how did you receive your directives from the Communist Party as to 
the course that you should follow ? 

Mr. Tayior. The directive, the leadership of the Communist Party 
was, of course, undertaken by the county executive committee, a body 
of 6 to 8 people, the most active, well-read, well-versed Communists 
in the county, but at that time in 1940 and also in late 1939, the State 
of California sent an underground organizer to San Diego to more or 
less guide it, to be the actual boss of the Communist Party. He was 
not known publicly. He was a very secret. individual; he was com- 
pletely unknown to the authorities, the police, but he gave the prin- 
cipal orders and directives to the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavennerR. Who was that individual ? 

Mr. Taytor. That man’s name was Leech, Bert Leech. He was 
sent to San Diego on the payroll of the Communist Party at San Fran- 
cisco, and he was the actual boss of the Communist Party in 1940, 
although I was known as the leader of the party, and he gave, of course, 
many orders to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he use any form of employment or have occa- 
sion to conceal his true identity ? 

Mr. Taytor. I don’t remember whether he worked, or if he worked. 
I am not familiar with that. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, not to anticipate your questions, but as 
county organizer, Mr. Taylor, you must have been in a position to 
know the number of branches which were then operating in the 
county. Can you give us an estimate as to that number? 

Mr. Taytor. It varied between 12 and 18 units or branches of the 
Communist Party in San Diego County. I believe it was 12 in 1940. 
The membership was falling every year from 1935 to 1940. The 
membership was constantly declining in the Communist Party and a 
number of branches were declining. 

Mr. Jackson. What was the reason for that decline ? 

Mr. Tayuor. Well, the fact that the people were better off economi- 
cally, the country was pulling out of the depression, and Communists, 
as a rule, do not remain very long in the party because they soon realize 
that it is an un-American organization and that it is two faced com- 
pletely; that it will say nice things on the surface, that is, make 
promises to people for many fine goals and then the members discover 
that the Communist Party 1s not sincere and does not actually believe 
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in the program that it spreads among the people in order to fool the 
people. 

Mr. Jackson. Could you give us any estimate as to the number 
of members or the total membership as of the period in question when 
you say there were 12 to 18 branches in operation; what would that 
have constituted i n point of numbers? 

Mr. Taynor. I never saw the membership books of the Communist 
Party. In fact, the members of the county membership director were 
never even supposed to show them to the county executive committee. 
They never let their left hand know what their right hand was doing. 
They kept that membership as secret as possible. I was told when 
I joined in 1935 there were 300 or 400 members. The membership 
director ail to me at one time when I inquired as to how many there 
were, she said 300 or 400 members. 

Mr. Jackson. Who was the membership director ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Mrs. Keckler at that time, I believe. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman, I don’t understand your observation 
wherein you say that Communist Party members don’t stay in very 
long. You st: ived in about 6 years before you got your eyes open. 
That is a long time in my book. Why did you stay in so long? 

Mr. Taytor. I became known within a year or two, say the first 
year and a half, I became known to the San Diego press as a Com- 
munist, my name began appearing in the newspapers quite often, and 
I had gotten myself out on a limb. I wasn’t able to obtain employ- 
ment in San Diego without—I mean, no one wanted to employ a known 
Communist, so it was a matter of simply drifting, you might say, 
that is, I remained a member, although each year I began to realize 
more and more that it was a very di: ibolical organization. 

Mr. Dorie. When did you first begin to realize it was a very dia- 
bolical organization ¢ 

Mr. Tayuor. It began dawning on me in 1938 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, you were 3 years old then in the Com- 
munist Party / 

Mr. Tayror. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time become a member of the State 
central committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taynor. x es. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our investigation shows that that occurred in 1940; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how membership in the 
State central committee was obtained by you? 

Mr. Taytor. The Communist Party did not have elections for their 
leaders. The members of the executive committee of the Communist 
Party of San Diego were always co-oped. This means that the top 
leadership selects likely active Communists to leadership without any 
vote of the membership or without any vote of the Communist group. 
The members of the State central committee of the Communist Party 
are selected in the same way. The San Diego Communist member- 
ship was never asked to ¢ -+hoose its State leaders. The State leader- 
ship selected them and I was selected in 1940 by the State leadership 
in San Francisco to be on that committee, the State central committee. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your fune- 
tions were as a member of that committee / 

Mr. Tay or. I was supposed to attend meetings of the State cen- 
tral committee at least once every other month and to car ry directives 
from the State leadership to the county leadership in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right; if you will proceed, if there is anything 
else about your work on the State central committee. 

Mr. Tayuor. Well. of course. we generally have to make a report 
to the meetings of the State central committee of Communist Party 
as to activities in San Diego, and I was often questioned as to sue 
cesses or failures of the party in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, in addition to the regular work of the State 
central committee, was it necessary to have certain legally named 
persons recorded at Sacramento under the laws of the State of Cahi- 
fornia as members who may be in fact different from the actual mem- 
bers of the State central committee ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, that is correct. Any legal political organiza- 
tion must file with the registrar a list of their members of the State 
committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether in filing those lists the Com- 
munist Party always reported for recording purposes the true names 
of the members of the State central committee ? 

Mr. Taytor. The names that were filed in Sacramento with the 
State registrar, is that it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. State secretary, I believe. 

Mr. Taytor. State secretary. These were not necessarily the names 
of the Communist State leadership. This was more of a dummy com- 
mittee. They did not want the true State leaders known, so actual- 
ly there were two State committees of the Communist Party in Calli- 
fornia. One was actually a fraudulent committee, dummy commit- 
tees, whose names were sent to Sacramento, and then there was the 
true committee which held the reins of leadership which met in San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you were a member of the true committee in 
1940, were you not? 

Mr. Taytor. I was a member of both committees. 

Mr. TAvenneER. Why was it 9 as your name was used on this fraudu 
lent group th: at you speak of, or the dummy committee which was 
given to the Secretary of St: ate? 

Mr. Tayvor. It was necessary to have Communist registered voters 
on that State committee which were registered at Sacramento and 
there were only a few Communists in San Diego, only a half dozen, 
I believe, who registered Communist at the courthouse, so naturally 
those names had to be used with the State registrar in Sacramento. 

Mr. TavenneRr. So in your case, for instance, it was publicly known 
that you were a member of the Communist Party, and therefore your 
name would be on both groups, both the one that was registered with 
the Secretary of State as well as the active membership of the com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, the Communist Party ordered me in late 1937 
or early 1938 to register Communist at the courthouse in San Biden 
for the reasons that they needed, there had to be, they said, a certain 
number of registered Communists in order for the Communist Party 
to stay on the ballot, and they made sure in every county that there 
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were half a dozen or more people registered as Communists. Other- 
wise, if there were no one registered as Communist, the Communist 
Party would be thrown off the ballot. : 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I hand you a photostatic copy of. the list 
of Communist Party members of the State central committee of 
September 19, 1940, which, Mr. Chairman, the committee obtained 
through a subpena duces tecum, and I will ask you to examine the list 
and state whether or not your name appears as one of the members. 
Will you look at the back page’ 

Mr. Taynor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify any persons from San Diego 
who were members of the State central committee for that year 
whose names do not appear on the official list registered with the Sec- 
retary of State? I can simply file the matter—— 

Mr. Tayxor. I believe I understand your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to find out if there were any persons who 
were members of the actual committee whose names were not reported 
publicly to the Secretary of State as required by law? 

Mr. Tayvor. Throughout the State of California? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; if you know of any members of that committee. 

Mr. Taytor. I see one name missing here. The head of the State 
Communist organization in California and the leader of the State 
entral committee’s name isn’t on the members registered with the Sec- 
retary of State. His name was William Schneiderman. His name 
isn’t there. No, it is here. My mistake. William Schneiderman. 
Chen there was a Betty Gannett. Betty Gannett’s name is not here. 
She was the second most important Communist leader in California. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, we have gone through the alpha- 
betical list, and just as an aid and to save time, we have listed those 
in that document whose addresses are given as San Diego, Calif., 
and I will read them for the benefit of the witness. 

Clair Aderer, Mellisse Gragg, La Verne Lym, Esco Richardson, 
Dan Taylor: All with the address of San Diego. 

Now, were all of those persons members of the actual functioning 
committee or were some of them the names just used for the fraudulent 
purposes you mentioned earlier in your testimony ? 

Mr. Tayztor. Yes. The only two of those names you read, the only 
two that were on the actual State central committee were Esco Rich- 
ardson and myself, and this other name which you mentioned, Mel- 
lisse Gragg, was not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Not a member ? 

Mr. Taytor. Not a member. Could I interpolate a statement here? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Taywor. I would like to say that proves to me, although I 
didn’t know this, that proves to me that the trick the Communists 
played in Los Angeles about the same time was putting the name 
of Lucille Ball on this Communist committee, and I believe Lucille 
Ball was never a Communist, but her name appeared on this, isn’t 
that right? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is true. 

Mr. Tayvor. I knew Mellisse Gragg personally. She was a very 
nice little old lady about 70 years old at that time and she was not 
a member of the Communist Party, and her name appears here, which 
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is proof to me that Lucille Ball’s name was put there, although she 
was probably not a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. La Verne Lym, that name appears there. Was 
that person known to you as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; he was the People’s World director. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Were you acquainted with Clair Aderer ? 

Mr. Taynor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that person a member of the Communist Party 
to your knowledge? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; she was a rank-and-file member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any members of the actual functioning 
committee whose names do not appear in the list for 1940 that were 
filed with the secretary of state? 

Mr. Taytor. In San Diego? 

Mr. Tavenner. In San Diego. 

Mr. Taytor. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and 
ask that it be marked “Taylor exhibit No. 1,” Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Taylor Exhibit 
No. 1” for identification and received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, we have also produced under sub- 
pena duces tecum, similar records for the years 1934, 1936, and 1942, 
which I would like to have introduced into evidence and ask they be 
marked “Taylor exhibits Nos. 2, 3, and 4.” 

Mr. Jackson. They will be admitted. 

(The documents above referred to were marked “Taylor Exhibits 
Nos. 2, 3, and 4” for identification and received in evidence. )? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Mr. Chairman, for the sake of saving time, rather 
than to have the witness search out these names alphabetically in 
the list, the staff has prepared a list from these records of persons 
with addresses at San Diego who were reported to the secretary of 
state for the years 1934, 1936, and 1942. I believe they should be 
read into the record. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the sake of clarity. 

Mr. Dorie. Reported to the secretary of state as the State commit- 
tee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of record in the State at Sacramento 

As I read these names, Mr. Taylor, I wish you would state whether 
or not they are known to you personally, from your own personal 
knowledge, to have been members of the Communist Party. 

There may be others here, as in the instance of the person you 
mentioned a few months ago, Miss or Mrs. Gragg, who may not have 
been members of the party. 

Robert S. Anguis. This is for the year 1934. 

Mr. Taytor. I did not know the man. 

Mr. TavENNER. You were not a member of the Communist Party 
in 1934? 

Mr. Taytor. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any later time acquire any knowledge, 
personal knowledge, regarding Robert S. Anguis? 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Taytor. How do you spell that name? 

Mr. Tavenner. A-n-g-u-i-s. 

Mr. Taynor. I never heard the name until this minute. 

Mr. Tavenner. Forest Beyrer. 

Mr. Taynor. I knew Forest Beyrer as a Communist. He quit the 
Communist Party shortly after I entered it. 

Mr. Tavenner. William H. Bradley, 4127 Marlborough, San Diego, 
Calif. 

Mr. Tayvor. I can’t place any such person. 

Mr. Tavenner. William O. Grady, 3646 45th Street, San Diego. 

Mr. Tayuor. Yes. Is that Brady or Grady ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Grady, G-r-a-d-y. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, there was a carpenter named Bill Grady in the 
Communist Party in 1934 and part of 1935. He dropped out about 
the time I entered. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nathaniel Griffin, 4056 8th Avenue. 

Mr. Taytor. Nathaniel Griffin dropped out of the Communist Party 
before I entered. At least that is what he told me, and I believe it. 

Mr. TavenNer. Stanley B. Hancock has already been identified by 
you. Claude L. Jones, J-o-n-e-s, Route 1, Box 83. 

Mr. Taytor. Claude Jones was also a carpenter and he told me that 
he dropped out of the Communist Party just before I entered it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have identified Bessie A. Keckler. 

Mr. Taywor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Roy W. Noel, N-o-e-l, no address other than San 
Diego. 

Mr. Taytor. I knew Roy Noel, but never in the Communist Party. 
He might have dropped out before I joined it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Everett O. Still, S-t-i-l-1, 2637 K Street, San Diego. 

Mr. Taytor. I knew Everett Still personally as a member when 
I was in the Communist Party. He dropped out in late 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dorothy Thayer, T-h-a-y-e-r, 3541 Marlborough, 
San Diego. 

Mr. Taynor. I never have heard of the name until now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Robert Thayer, same address. 

Mr. Tayvor. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that completes the names on the 1934 list. 

1936: Edna Mae Eby, E-b-y, 233 Lincoln Avenue. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. E] Cahone. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, I knew that person in the Communist Party. 
‘That person dropped out early in 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Stanley Hancock appears again. Bessie A. Keckler 
appears again. 

Lacey Kyle, K-y-l-e, Route 1, National City, Calif. 

Mr. ‘Taytor. I knew Lacey Kyle as a customer of the International 
Book Shop, but I never saw Lacey Kyle at a Communist meeting. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Therefore you cannot tell the committee that he 
was a member of the Communist Party to your knowledge. 

Mr. Taytor. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Esco L. Richardson, 414 West 16th Street, National 
City. ’ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; he was a member of my Communist unit for quite 
some time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Henry E. Shrum, S-h-r-u-m. 

Mr. Taytor. I knew Henry Shrum as a sympathizer of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me make this suggestion: Unless you are cer- 
tain in your own mind, unless you can positively identify the witness 
as a person known to you to have been a member of the Communist 
Party, I believe that you should not make statements that might be 
interpreted one way or another, if you understand what 1 mean. 

Mr. Taywor. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. May the Chair interpose a question. 

It is true, is it not, that the names that are now being read were 
certified to the secretary of state of the State of California in accord- 
ance with the Electoral Code as members of the Communist Party 
and so appeared in public records / 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct; and I overlooked that fact. 

Mr. Taytor. They must have been registered Communists at the 
courthouse or they couldn’t be on the list. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Everett O. Still, the same name that was 
mentioned in 1934. 

Herbert Stredwick, S-t-r-e-d-w-i-c-k, route 2, box 488, San Diego. 

Mr. Taywor. I didn’t know him as a Communist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have read to you the list for 1940. In 1942 there 
appears only one name, Matthew S. Vidaver, V-i-d-a-v-e-r, 3026 45th 
Street, San Diego. You were not here in the Communist Party at 
that time, but have you ever known him as a member of the Com- 
munist Party? At that time? 

Mr. Tartor. No; I never heard of him. 

Mr. Jackson. I think during this interlude that the Lucille Ball 
matter should be more clearly put in the record. I believe Miss Ball 
had knowledge of registration in the Communist Party, but denied 
any activity or of having attended any party functions during the 
period of time she was registered. We should get that matter very 
definitely in the record. 

Mr. Taytor. Might I say that because a person registers at the 
courthouse as a Democrat or Republican, it doesn’t mean they belong 
or are dues-paying members of either organization. 

Mr. Jackson. That is very true. However, the fact of the regis- 
tration is a matter. of public record and was so acknowledged to be. 
No connotation should be drawn as to whether or not she took part 
in any activity whatever. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I ask this question, in view of that 
observation. You referred to the major political parties. What is 
your experience, if any, as to whether or not people who registered 
as Communists in California during your membership therein, were 
active members of the Communist “Party ? In other words, would 
people register or did they register as Communists unless in fact 
they were as a rule Communists ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Sometimes they would register Communist but not 
be active in any way in the Communist Party; in no way at all, as in 
the case of Mellisse Gragg. She was never active in the Communist 
Party, although she was registered Communist, and her name appears 
on the State central committee registered at Sacramento. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or 
not there was a group or cell of the Communist Party within Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography # 

Mr. Taytor. I believe it was in 1940 when Esco Richardson asked 
me to doa chore for him. He asked me if I would go out and deliver 
an educational lectiire to a Communist Party group at Scripps Insti- 
tution of Oceanography and I told him I would. I hadn’t known of 
the existence of any such group there, but I went out to the meeting 
and delivered a lecture for about 45 minutes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons attended that meeting? 

Mr. Taytor. There were probably 10 or 11 in all. I am not too 
certain. 

Mr. TavennerR. Where was the meeting held ? 

Mr. Taytor. It was held in one of the cottages on the grounds of 
the Se ripps Institution of Oceanography. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see anyone at the meeting you had ever 
met before ? 

Mr. Taytor. Only one. That was Paul Alexander. 

Mr. Tavenner. Paul Alexander? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Well, do you know the reason for Paul Alexander’s 
being at the meeting? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, he was assigned—I learned from him that he 
had been assigned to lead and guide and direct this group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a highly secret matter ? 

= Taytor. Yes; it was. In fact, Paul Alexander felt that I 

houldn’t even have been let in on the secret. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you know that? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, from what he said. He said that he expected 
Richardson and he thought Richardson should have been a little more 
secretive, and he didn’t want more people to know about this. 

Mr. Tavenner. At this particular time did you hold any position 
in the Communist Party yourself? 

Mr. Taytor. I was county educational director. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. But you as county educational director did not 
know of the existence of this group? 

Mr. Taywor. No. 

Mr. TAvenNER. What position in the Communist Party did Rich- 
ardson hold at that time? 

Mr. Tayxor. He was the county organizer and Paul Alexander was 
the chairman, the county chairman. This might have been in late 
1939. I am not too positive as to the date. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you given the names of any of the persons 
present at that meeting while you were there ? 

Mr. Taytor. No; I don’t believe any names were mentioned at all. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you introduced to any of the members? 

Mr. Tayor. Possibly, yes; first names, Bill, Bob, or Paul, like that. 
I don’t even remember any of the first names. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Did it appear to be a group of students or was 
ita group of persons older than students, who would nor mally have 

some connection with the school in an official way ? 

Mr. Tayior. They seemed to be representative of an official capac- 
ity. They were older than students. They were generally in their 
middle twenties. I understood, I was told they were associate instruc- 
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tors or part of the personnel. They “ae part of the personnel of 
Scripps Institute living on the grounds. I don’t know what they would 
be called. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I ask at this point, I want to sug- 
gest to the witness that he be very, very sure now in his testimony 
of who he refers to and what he knows for himself, and what he 
knows by hearsay involving this institution. I would like to question 
him on just one or two points. 

I think you said just a minute ago that they were representatives 
of the institution. Now, that might lead, Mr. Witness, to a pretty 
strong inference that they were there in an official capacity. You 
don’t mean that; do you# 

Mr. Taytor. No. It might have been a poor choice of words. They 
all said, they all told me where they lived. They lived on the grounds 
of the Ser ip ps Ins titute, and that the “y worked there. 

Mr. Dorie. They all told you that? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. Not the women, some of the wives didn’t work 
there. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, it was in a private cottage; as far as you know 
it was in a residence; wasn’t it? 

Mr. Tayror. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Was it at night? 

Mr. Taywor. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. And Paul Alexander told you it was a group from 
Scripps ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; a group of resident people; I don’t remember 
the terms used. I don’t remember just what capacity they had. 

Mr. Dorie. You don’t remember just what he told you? 

Mr. Taytor. No; I am trying to recollect, but I am afraid I can’t. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, the reason I took occasion to ask these 
questions, it manifestly involves a public institution more or less, 

and I wanted to be sure the witness was aware of the fact that people 
would rely on the language you use, Mr. Witness, in connection with 
this incident at Scripps that you were there and the occasion. 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. TavENNER. How many did you say were in attendance? 

Mr. Taytor. Well around 10, I should say, 10 or maybe 11. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of it being a mixed group of men and 
women. 

Mr. Taytor. It was about 14 years ago. 

Mr. TavenNER. Yes. 

Mr. Tayror. I don’t remember how many women were there, maybe 
2 or 3, possibly 2 or 3. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether any of the group were hus- 
bands and wives ? 

Mr. Taytor. I think they all were. The women were married to 
the menthere. I mean the individuals there. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Were you invited back on any further occasion ? 

Mr. Taytor. No; I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. But Mr. Paul Alexander had the assignment of 
developing this group ? 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I don’t know whether we should go 
into another matter now or whether we are close enough to an adjourn- 
ing period and you wish to adjourn. 

Mr. Jackson. At this time the subcommittee will stand in recess 
until 1: 30 and the room will please be cleared. 

(Whereupon at 12:05 p. m., a recess was taken until 1:30 p. m. of 
the same day, Monday, April 19, 1954.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The subcommittee reconvened, pursuant to recess, at 1:30 p. m., 
Congressmen Donald L. Jackson and Clyde Doyle being present. ) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Do you wish to recall Mr. Taylor ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Taylor. 


TESTIMONY OF DANIEL POMEROY TAYLOR—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Taylor, you told us this morning that one of 
your assignments in the Communist Party was to engage in the work 
of the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Taytor. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that assignment, 
that is, what the nature of it was and what your activities were. 

Mr. Taytor. In 1935 there were two units of a Young Communist 
League and I was assigned to one of them. The leaders were Mrs. 
Hancock, that is Mrs. Winnie Hancock, the wife of Stanley Hancock, 
and Ray Berquist. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is the last name? 

Mr. Taytor. B-e-r-q-u-i-s-t, and Bob Feller, F-e-l-l-e-r, and they 
were supposed to concentrate on San Diego State College in an attempt 
to organize a branch of the American Student Union and from there 
to recruit college students into the Young Communist League. 

Mr. TavenNER. Was that work undertaken ? 

Mr. Taytor. They were not very effective at San Diego State Col- 
lege and I don’t believe they ever had much success in those depression 
years at San Diego State College, none that I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any further information regarding the 
activities of the Young Communist League that you can now give the 
committee / 

Mr. Taytor. The Young Communist League in San Diego was a 
very small organization. 1 doubt if they had more than 14 or 15 mem- 
bers, and they were losing members quite fast. It was quite an un- 
stable organization and there were periods in which it would fold up 
me sa I know it was not very—there were many months in 
1936 when it completely fell apart, then they attempted to organize 
it again in 1937, but it did not make much he: adway. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony you have given 
us the names of quite a number of persons who have been identified 
with the Communist Party in this area, either as officials of the 
Communist Party or representatives on the State central committee 
and rank and file members of your particular groups of the Communist 
Party. However, you told us there were anywhere from 12 to 18 
different groups of the Communist Party here. 
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What opportunity did you have to meet members of these other 
groups, that is, groups that you were not a member of 

Mr. Tayxtor. I was expected to visit several of the other groups at 
least once or twice a year to observe how they were functioning and 
help them in their educational work. Of course I didn’t—there must 
have been some that I didn’t go to. The industrial section of the 
Communist Party at San Diego which I was out of touch with in 1938, 
I was never invited there to speak because many of the Communists 
who were employed in industry wanted to have as few visitors as pos- 
sible outside their group. They were always afraid of detection so 
there were probably 5 or 6—I believe 5 or 6 units of the Communist’ 
Party that I would visit once or twice a year. 

There was an East San Diego Communist Party, a National City 
unit of the Communist Party, a Logan Heights Communist Party. 
They had one in Encinitas and one in Pacific Beach. And, of course, 
the one in downtown San Diego was the unit which I belonged to. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you give the committee the names of any other 
persons who can be rect alled by you, that is, persons known to you 
to have been members of the Communist Party and not already identi- 
fied by you. 

Mr. Tayzor. I mentioned the most that I can think of offhand. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Can you recall any others ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I recall only one at this time, one James McDer- 
mott, of La Mesa. He was a member of the Communist Party for 
several years and one of the leaders of the La Mesa unit of the Com- 
munist Party. He broke with the Communist Party about late 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Carl Callendar ? 

Mr. Tayuor. Yes. 

Mr. TavennseR. What were the circumstances under which you 
became acquainted with him? 

Mr. Taytor. Car] Callendar was a customer on a few occasions at 
the International Book Shop. He would probably drop in once 
a month, he would talk and purchase a few pamphlets, and he was 
recruited into the Communist Party early sometime in 1936, as I 
remember, late 1936 or early 1937, but as I remember he did not 
remain very long at that time and dropped out because of reasons 
of bad health. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Delgado? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, I was. 

Mr. TavennER. What was his first name? 

Mr. Taytor. Mike Delgado, he was the unit organizer of the 
National City unit of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have mentioned in the course of your testi- 
mony several times a Communist Party member by the name of Paul 
Alexander. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what business was Mr. Alexander engaged, do 
you know? 

Mr. Taytor. No. His health wasn’t, I believe, good enough for him 
to work too steadily. No, I don’t know what occupation he had. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how money 
was raised for the purpose of carrying on the expenses of the Com- 
munist Party in this area. Do you have any personal knowledge of 
that? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, the Communist Party had a number of financial 
contributors of business people who may have been close to the So- 
cialist Party back in earlier days, anywhere from 1910 through the 
1920’s. When the Socialist Party dropped out of activity in San 
Diego, the Communist Party went to work trying to raise money from 
these people who had formerly been sympathetic to the Socialist 
Party. There was a vacuum there in the absence of the Socialist 
Party and the pressure of the Communists on these people, some of 
them having successful businesses, and they would attempt to ask 
them for monthly donations. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Were substantial contributions made from those 
sources ? 

Mr. Taytor. Of course I have no knowledge of how much was 
raised because I was not too closely connected with the financial ends. 

Mr. TAvENNER. It was not one of your duties to solicit for such 
contributions ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, for a few months I was given a list of small- 
business people to go around once a month and ask them for $10 each, 
but that was just for a short period. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. How many persons did you have on that list who 
were contributing as much as $10 a month? 

Mr. Tayior. Well, the Communist Party in, I would say, 1940, 
gave me a list of 7 or 8 small stores on Fifth Street between Market 
and E, and these people, the owners of these stores were generally 
refugees from Russia, people who I think most of them had left Russia 
as young men, boys in their teens, and wherever the Communist Party 
discovered that a businessman in San Diego had a Russian back- 
ground and was born in Russia, they would go to him and talk to him 
and say they would like a monthly contribution to the Communist 
Party, and even though the man might not have been sympathetic at 
all, he felt that perhaps he had better contribute five or ten dollars 
rather than suffer any possible consequences. It was more or less a 
case of intimidation. 

Mr. Tavenner. I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if we had better proceed 
in executive session for the further consideration of that matter. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Tayrxor. This, < I say, happened in 1940 and it was just for a 
few aoe I hadn’t laid any groundwork, I didn’t know the men 
personally, but I was a na card which said, which entitled myself 
to collect funds for the Communist Party and it seemed that many 
of these people told me that they cert: uinly didn’ t agree with what w 
going on in Russia, but they would usually say, “Well, I made a pledge 
that I would help, so here is $10.” They weren’t a bit happy about it. 
I wasn’t either, to tell you the truth, but it was an assignment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any other assignments that were 
given by the Communist Party which related to the raising of funds, 
substantial funds, for the use of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tayxor. Well, not too much. I know there was a circle of 
sympathizers, nonparty sympathizers, whom I knew—whom I heard, 

rather, from other Communist leaders. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, I expect your testimony there is probably 
hearsay when you say, “I heard.” 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. I heard it in meetings of the Communist execu- 
tive committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. But did you have any personal knowledge by way 
of conversation with Mr. Paul Alexander of any assignment that he 
had with regard to the procurement of funds for use by the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I recall one case of an elderly gentleman who 
was not a Communist, _ had been a Socialist sympathizer at least 
back before World War I, and this man, Henry Weihe, W-e-i-h-e, had 
bought $10,000 -worth of Soviet gold bonds right after the Russian 
revolution, I don’t know how long after, probably in 1920 or 1921, 
and Paul Alexander told me that he had been assigned by the Com- 
munist Party to try to convince Mr. Weihe to donate, to make a dona- 
tion of that $10,000 back to the Communist Party rather than give it 
to any of his heirs. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Was he an elderly person; that is, Mr. Weihe? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; I think he was over 65 at that time, as I remember. 
Right around 65 in 1939, when I first heard of this. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which Mr. Alex- 
ander told you of this? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I simply noticed that the two men, Alexander 
and Weihe, seemed to be inseparable companions. They came to the 
International Book Store together and they went to social functions, 
social parties, and house parties and open Communist meetings to- 
gether and I asked Paul Alexander how it happened that he was 
escorting Weihe about so much. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where that conversation took place? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; in the book store at 635 Eighth Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to say that that was during 
the year 1939? 

Mr. Taytor. I believe it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the two traveled 
a car together; that is, Mr. Weihe and Mr. Alexander ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; I generally saw them in Alexander’s car, and he 
had a Ford coupe, I believe. Mr. Weihe didn’t have a car. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether in your conversation with 
Mr. Alexander about this matter that the attitude of the Russian 
Government about paying the bonds was discussed ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; Alexander said that the Soviet Union would 
rather that this money, this $10,000, went into the coffers of the Com- 
munist Party, rather than have it paid to any of Henry Weihe’s heirs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Alexander 
at any later date as to whether or not he had been successful in getting 
this $10,000 from Mr. Weihe for Communist Party purposes ? 

Mr. Taytor. No; I never discussed it with him again. In fact, I 
left the Communist Party in San Diego in May 1941, and I never saw 
him since until this morning in this hall. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you told us in the early part of your testi- 
mony that you went to Los Angeles in 1940. 

Mr. Tartor. 1941. 
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Mr. Tavenner. 1941. Did you retain your Communist Party mem- 
bership after going to Los Angeles? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time? 

Mr. Taytor. Approximately 7 months. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attain any position in the Communist Party 
in Los Angeles? , 

Mr. Taytor. When I went to Los Angeles, I dropped in one evening 
to the workers’ school, which was then located at Second and Spring 
Streets, I believe, in Los Angeles, and I was asked by the head of the 
workers’ school if I would accept the job as an associate instructor, 

Mr. TavennerR. And did you accept it? 

Mr. Taytor. I said I was busy, and the head of the workers’ school 
must have checked and found that I wasn’t very busy, and I was 
ordered to teach a class. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you engage in that work? 

Mr. Tayxtor. For 4 or 5 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you left the Communist Party? And by that I 
mean why you left and how you managed to get out of the party. 

Mr. Taytor. In November 1941, the head of the workers’ school in 
Los Angeles came out to a meeting of the industrial section leadership, 
of which I was then a member. As I mentioned, I obtained a job at 
Vimear Steel and was put into an industrial section of the Communist 
Party and was selected as one of the industrial section leaders. 

The head of the workers’ school came to the meeting of this indus- 
trial section of approximately 15 or 16 Communists, they were the 
leadership of several Communist industrial units, and to everyone’s 
surprise she asked for my expulsion from the Communist Party on 
the grounds that it was her opinion I was no longer a Communist, 
that I didn’t agree with the Communist Party, and she considered 
that I shouldn’t be in the Communist Party. It boiled down to the 
fact they had grown suspicious of me. To give a brief explanation 
of what caused that, it was discovered early in that same year while 
I was in San Diego, it was discovered that the FBI was obtaining 
information from the county Communist leadership and everybody 
was suspecting everybody else, so I fell under the most suspicion, and 
that was one of the reasons why I was asked in April 1941 by the Com- 
munist Party leadership—they said that I Med been transferred to 
San Francisco, that I was to work in San Francisco, and I said I would 
rather, if I had to leave, I would rather go to Los Angeles, and so I 
left and went to Los Angeles, and Communists, of course, are not 
supposed to dispute orders, they are supposed to go where they send 
you—— 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean you were required to give up your posi- 
tion ? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. And your employment here? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And go and do the work of the party in some other 
place ? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I was on the Communist Party payroll. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time? ici 
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Mr. Tayvor. At that time, in late 1940 and early 1941. But instead 
of going to San Francisco I went to Los Angeles and obtained employ- 
ment at Vimcar Steel, hoping that I could drop out of the Communist 
Party, but there were Communists in the plant, and I was again sur- 
rounded by Communists. It was then that they asked me to come 
down to the workers’ school, and there I was asked to teach a class. 

I apparently wasn’t ready to make a sharp break at that time, and 
I didn’t make a complete break until November of 1941, when the 
Communist Party brought charges of expulsion against me. 

At this particular meeting the head of the workers’ school was un- 
successful, because the majority of the Communists at this meeting 

said they didn’t think any evidence had been brought against me, that 

the »y didn’t think I should be expelled, so the followi ing “week the same 
head of the workers’ school came back and asked that I be relieved 
of the membership in the State central committee and be relieved of 
all Communist leadership for a period of 1 year, at which time I broke 
completely, that is, 1 moved my place of residence and I changed my 
occupation, and from then on avoided contact with the Communist 
Party and broke completely. 

Mr. Tavenner. The charges for which you were dropped related 
to the suspicion that you hs 1d | given information to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

Mr. Tayvor. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand that correctly ? 

Mr. Tayxor. I believe that had something to do with it. I wish 
those charges had been correct. At that time I was not in contact 
with any Government agency. But I should have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been to a Government agency since that 
time, have you not? 

Mr. Taytor. I was threatened in 1942 by a man who is the head of 
the San Pedro Communist Party, I was threatened, he said, “You 
have been doing a lot of talking on this job against communism 
amongst liberals and amongst the men here, and I just want to warn 
you,” he said, “that if you go to the FBI, we are going to make it 
tough for you,” so with such a challenge, I went to the FBI. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that individual? 

Mr. Tayrtor. I haven’t thought of his name for years. Joseph 
Solomon. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give any further identifying information 
relating to him? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, he was raised in San Diego, although he was 
living in San Pedro at the time. He went through San Diego High 
School and graduated and he worked in San Diego until approxi- 
mately 19% 39, early 1939, when he went to Los Angeles and took up 
residence. 

Mr. Jackson. In what work was he engaged at that time? 

Mr. Tayxtor. He was working as a welder in the shipyards, Todd 
Shipyards. Not a welder; a burner, a burner in Todd Shipyards. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been affiliated or connected in any way 
with Communist Party activity since the date of your breaking with 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taywor. No, I have not. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Has any effort been made to get you to return to the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Taytor. No, there has not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I think, Mr. Chairman, may I ask counsel a question, 
please ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What is the fact whether or not this witness has named 
any individual, more than one or one, as a Communist and identified 
them as such for the first time those persons have been named in pub- 
lic? Are there such persons who have been named today for the 
first time in public? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, all of the individuals mentioned by him, 
with the exception of certain leaders, like Schneiderman and a few 
others have been named for the first time in public session. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, then I think it very appropriate, don’t 
you, that I call attention to the group that are here with us in this 
meeting to the fact that under rule 10 of our established set of rules 
guiding this committee, which was adopted July 1, 1953, that those 
persons named today for the first time before this committee in public 
under rule 10, and sa it is short I will read it. 

Rights of persons affected by hearing: 

Where practicable, any person named in a public hearing before the com- 
mittee or any subcommittee as subversive, Fascist, Communist, or affiliated with 
one or more subversive-front organization, who have not been previously named, 
shall within a reasonable time thereafter, be notified by registered letter, to the 
address last known to the committee, of such fact, including: 

(1) A statement that he has been so named; 

(2) The date and place of said hearing; 

(3) The name of the person who so testified ; 

(4) The name of the subversive Fascist, Communist, or front organization 
with whom he has been identified ; 

(5) A copy of the printed rules of procedure of the committee. 

B. Any person, so notified, who believes that his character or reputation has 
been adversely affected or to whom has been imputed subversive activity, may 
within 15 days after receipt of said notice: 

(1) Communicate with the counsel of the committee, and/or 

(2) Request to appear at his own expense in person before the committee or 
any subcommittee thereof in public session and give testimony, in denial or 
affirmation, relevant and germane to the subject of the investigation. 

C. Any such person testifying under the provisions of B (2) above shall be 
aceorded the same privileges as any other witness appearing before the com- 
mittee, and may be questioned concerning any matter relevant and germane to 
the subject of the investigation. 

I thought, Mr. Chairman, 1t appropriate at this point to read this 
into the record so that those who hear it in this hearing will be pos- 
sibly advised that this committee has established this procedure 
whereby it is no longer true that a person named before this commit- 
tee never hears about it except by accident. 

If we have the address of that person that person does receive by 
registered mail a notice, as you will observe in rule 10. 

I might state, Mr. Chairman, I think it is a fact that this commit- 
tee for the first time in the history of any congressional committee in 
the history of our great Congress has adopted such procedure for 
the protection of people who are entitled to clear their record if they 
so desire. 
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Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

The administrative clerk of the committee will, upon receipt of the 
transcript of this hearing, so notify all individuals who have been 
named for the first time. 

We have been advised that Senator Fred Kraft, a member of the 
[California] State committee on un-American activities, who has 
done an excellent job in the State of California, is in the hearing room. 

We are very happy to have you, Senator, and hope you will stay 
as long as you wish. 

Do you have any further questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyze. I think, Mr. Chairman, I have two questions. 

You said, Mr. Witness, “I was ordered to teach a class.” I wrote 
itdown. I ee that was in November of 1941. 

Mr. Tayrtor. No, that was in May 1941. 

Mr. Dorie. Were you not on the payroll of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Taytor. No. 

Mr. Dorie. Who ordered you to teach a class, and why would you 
take orders from Communist Party leaders if you were not being paid 
to teach, why did you teach merely because somebody told you to? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, many of their teachers were unpaid teachers. 
It was just one evening—well, two evenings a week, and many of 
their teachers were unpaid 

Mr. Doyix. Well, apparently you were under the discipline of the 
Communist Party or you wouldn’t have taken their orders. 

Mr. Taytor. That is right. 

Mr. Doyir. Three times you emphasized that you were expected to 
help and ordered to help in youth work. Now, that, of course, deals 
with our young people, our teenagers and young Americans, without 
a doubt the most important segment in our country, the young people. 

What did you actually do in youth work; you said it didn’t amount 
to much, but what did you do individually ? 

Mr. Taytor. My activity in youth work was organizing a young 
dramatic group of actors. We put on one-act pl ays, many of which I 
wrote. These plays were presented at house socials and Sunday pic- 
nics. Nearly every Sunday they have a large picnic, with 200 people, 
possibly, in attendance, and my sole activity in youth work in 1936 was 
organizing this group of young actors who were called the Labor 
Theater. 

Mr. Doyir. May I make this observation. You tell me if I am in 
error. As I understand it, the Communist Party historically em- 
phasizes and places great emphasis upon the youth work, trying to get 
the American youth into the party affiliation as soon as practicable; 
isn’t that true ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyix. And that there is considerable money spent on the na- 
tional level and State level and on down to the local level of Com- 
munist Party activities to try to capture the minds and the lives of the 
young American folks, is that true ¢ 

Mr. Taytor. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyir. One more question, Mr. Chairman. 

On this San Diego State College, you said that there were only 14 
or 15 members there, not very effective, in those depression years. If 
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you have an opinion as to why that effort to get San Diego State 
College students into the party activities; why wasn’t it effective? 
You tried to do it. 

Mr. Taytor. Apparently I didn’t make myself too clear. I meant 
that there were about 14 members of the Young Communist League, 
but these 14 were not at State College. The Communist Party re- 
quested, ordered them to concentrate on trying to get a foothold in 
San Diego State College, and I can only think of 2 students at San 
Diego State College in 1936 that were Communists, one was named 
Tony Kerrigan, and the other fellow, his name eludes me. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, I wanted that clarified in my own mind. 

Mr. Tayior. With such a small base they were unable to do much out 
there. 

Mr. Doyie. But you were in charge of the youth work at that time ? 

Mr. Taytor. No, I wasn’t ine charge of the youth work. 

Mr. Dorie. Who was? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, I mentioned the leadership of the Young Com- 
munist League was Winnie Hancock, Bob Feller, and Ray Berquist. 

Mr. Doyte. I think that is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, there is another question I believe I 
should ask the witness. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask two questions here. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. During the course of your associations with the Com- 
munist Party and front organizations in the general area of San 
Diego, did you have occasion to meet or to engage in any activity with 
an individual by the name of Schwartz, S-c-h-w-a-r-t-z? 

Mr. Taytor. What was his first name? 

Mr. Jackson. I am sorry, I don’t know the first name. 

Mr. Taywtor. I never knew a Communist by the name of Schwartz. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you ever know anyone who entered into any com- 
pact or any agreement with the Communist Party by the name of 
Schwartz ? 

Mr. Taywor. Entered into an agreement with the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Taywor. Well, I did know a man named Schwartz who was a 
sympathizer, but the name is an exceedingly common name. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you have any personal relationship with this 
individual, the one you knew as a sympathizer? 

Mr. Taywor. I never collected any money from him. I didn’t have 
too much connection with him. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, are you in possession of the name? 
There has been a name mentioned here several times today of a pre- 
vious organizer here in the district whom we subpenaed and heard 
in W ashington. My recollection is that the name was Bert. 

Mr. Taytor. Mr. Chairman, could I make a statement ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, please do. 

Mr. Taytor. I would like to point out for your edification and un- 
derstanding of people in general, that the methods, like you mentioned 
the methods in which the Communists recruited people, I would say 
more than 9 out of 10 people who were recruited to communism were 
high pressured into it. They were surrounded by Communists, the 
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Communists did favors for them, got them jobs, such as they did me, 
they got me a job that I enjoyed, and surrounded me, and when we 
were out to their house socials, and that was after doing favors for 
people and getting them obligated, then the Communists put the 
pressure on to recruit them. 

So I think that should be kept in mind that 9 out of 10 or possibly 
more Communists were sold a bum bill of goods. They were told a 
lot of, given a lot of rosy promises, that is what the Communist Party 
stood for, they claimed they stood for everything fine, you know, their 
program was quite a chocolate-coated document, and looked good on 
the surface to a lot of liberal people, and so people who joined the Com- 
munist Party not only were pressured into joining, but many of them 
had decent motives, or I would say nearly all of them had decent 
motives, and they had no inkling that they were doing anything 
traitorous or doing anything of harm to the United States. This in 
the depression and during the war years never entered the mind of 
a recruit to communism, that he was ‘being disloyal, because the Com- 
munists said it was not a disloyal act. 

The Communists claimed Russia to be a great good friend of the 
United States until the last 8 years, and the Communists claimed that 
they had a program and they had a social and economic understanding 
that could benefit the entire American people, so a lot of gullible 
people like myself were influenced and high-pressured, and that is the 
story of 99 percent of the American people that joined the Communist 
Party and that is why I don’t think there should be any—I agree 
with you, I don’t think you believe either there should be any hysteri la 
or any reprisals against those individuals who made a mists ake or who 
were high-pressured into joining the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee, I might say, and I am sure that Mr. 
Doyle agrees with me, finds itself under the necessity of calling people 
whose membership extends back across the years; in some instances 
the committee must pursue that course in the light of the fact that the 
Smith Act defendants of today were people who were branch members 
in many cases many years ago. 

We have no way of telling the present status of a member of the 
Communist Party until under oath he is asked to furnish the com- 
mittee with whatever information he may have in his possession. 

Relative to your own case and the testimony you have given here 
today, we want to extend the thanks of the committee and of the Con- 

ress of the United States for your helpfulness and your cooperation 
in adding to the sum total of knowledge which the American people 
now possess relative to the operations of the Communist Party. 

The fact that the American people are today probably better in- 
formed with reference to the activities of what has been found in the 
highest court of the land to represent an international conspiracy is 
due in large part to the fact that people like yourself who have broken 
with the party have expressed the w illingness to come forward with 
information which is in their possession. 

Is there anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, perhaps in view of the witness’ observa- 
tions, I am sure it would be enlightening to all of us for me to read 
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the statement by the Vice President of the United States, which 
yeared in the Los Angeles Examiner on Sunday, April 18, 1954, 
right along that line. Iw vill only read a portion. 

On page 6, section 1, part A, Vice President Nixon, who by the way, 
was on this committee as you know for years, said: 

The big question posed by the Oppenheimer case is whether the Government 
should take the position that past associations, even if foresworn, should ever 
preclude Government.employment. “I do not believe it should,’ Nixon said, 
adding, “I believe each case should be considered on its merits particularly when 
dealing with an ideology which during the 1930’s had such an appeal among the 
intelligensia and various other groups.” 

I thought in view of the witness’ observation and yours, Mr. Chair- 
man, that observation this last week from our distinguished Vice 
President would be appropriate. 

I wish to urge the very point you, Mr. Chairman, have urged, but 
I do wish to again urge that this committee, in order to do its offici al 
job for the United States Congress under Public Law 601, must go 
back as far as is reasonable to find out the extent and the nature and 
the methods and the technique which was employed by the Communist 
Party back in 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, and 1940, because our evidence, I 
am sure you will agree, Mr. C hairm: in, the undisputed evidence under 
oath before our committees, the ve ry methods which you, Mr. Taylor, 
said were used when you were the head of the party in this country, 
are still used by the American Communist Party in the United States 
of America, subversively. 

They are still in a conspiracy to subvert labor unions and church 
groups and YMCA’s and any group in which they can conspiratorially 
infiltrate as a bunch of sneaks and undercover dangerous American 
citizens. 

I just want to take this position at this hearing, Mr. Chairman. As 
far as I am concerned, any American citizen who stayed in the party 
and is actively working in it since April 1945, at least, the date of the 
Duclos letter, is the citizen that needs to be scanned and scanned 
mighty close. But that is not eliminating the need of scanning him 
before that date. But April 1945, the date the Duclos letter c ame to 
this country it was declared that the two systems of economics, the 
American system and the Soviet system could not get along side by 
side in the same world. Since that date any American citizen who 
stayed in the Communist Party has done so with his eyes open. The 
Soviet system is determined to overcome and conquer the American 

system of free enterprise, so we are in that challenge and that is why 
this committee is here under direction of Congress | to stay on the job 
to uncover the subversive, traitorous, sabotage and treason that is 
going on. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Counsel, do you have any further questions? 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Taylor, with thanks from the committee, you are 
excused from further attendance under your subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 2:25 p. m., the w itness was excused and the hearin 
continued with the testimony of Sterling Campbell Alexander an 
Philip Berman, which is printed in part 5 ; of this series. ) 


INDEX TO PART 4 
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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH ConGREss 
The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


_ 


753, 2d session, which provides : 





Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLE X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTE! 
* a * * * * . 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * a a * . 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


v 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


1 . * + * * 


RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1) There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees : 


” ” * * * * 


q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


+ * » . * * * 


RuLeE XI 
POWER AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


. ‘ * * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic orgin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

lor the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 19, 1954 


Unrrep Strares Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN- AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Diego, Calif. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 9:05 a. m., in the Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff invesigator; and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for the 
clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. Under the authority conferred upon the chairman of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities and pursuant to the 
rules of the House of Representatives and of the committee, the 
Honorable Harold H. Velde has appointed a subcommittee of two 
members to take the testimony of witnesses in the current hearings 
which will continue through Thursday noon. 

(At this point, the chairman of the subcommittee made a statement 
preliminary to the hearings in San Diego and then proceeded with 
the testimony of Daniel Pomeroy Taylor. This testimony is printed 
in part 4 of this series. The subcommittee then continued with the 
testimony printed herein at 2: 30 p.m.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. S. C. Alexander, will you come forward, 
please ? 


TESTIMONY OF STERLING CAMPBELL ALEXANDER 


Mr. ALexanver. I object to any pictures; is that clear to you? 

Mr. Jackson. If you will take the stand and make your request I 
will entertain it. Will you now state your objection, pleas se ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I have stated that I object to any pictures being 
taken while I am testifying. 

Mr. Jackson. Do I understand that your request is extended to the 
press department as well? 

Mr. ALExANDER. It extends to all pictures. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair is not constrained to place any restrictions 
upon the informational media which is represented in our system by 
freedom of the press. 

Please stand and be sworn. Raise your right hand. 


“oe 


ime 








4728 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. ALexanper. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed. 

Mr. AvexANpbeR. I have a statement to make. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Very we ll. 

Mr. Avexanper. I am presently suffering from a throat infection. 
It is svoing to be very ‘d fieult u nder these conditions to testify. My 
throat may work out so it is clear later on or it may not. I don’t know. 

Mr. JACKSON. Very well. 

Mr. ALexanper. But one thing I ask you, Mr. Jackson, in view of 
this, not to drown me out with your gavel. It is difficult enough 
under the circumstances of my throat now rather than to try to beat 
down your tattoo up ther 

Mr. Jackson. I will certainly extend to the witness the same 
measure of courtesy which the witness extends to the committee. 

Are you rei dy t to penne Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, s 

What is your name, aeaet 

Mr. Avexanper. My name is Sterling ae bell Alexander. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Alexander ? 

Mr. Atexanper. I was born at Philadelphia, September 30, 1895. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what your for- 
mal education and training has been ? 

Mr. Auexanper. Mr. Tavenner, I listened very closely while Mr. 
Jackson read his authorization. I don’t think your authorization 
goes back 40 years. However, there are other reasons why I will 
dec] ne that question. I will decline on the basis of the first amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States; the fifth amendment; 
the second amendment, and the eighth amendment. Is that very 
clear ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Quite clear. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Good. 

Mr. TAvENNER. I notice that you are not accompanied by counsel. 
Do you desire counsel present with you? 

Mr. ALexanper. That is very true, Mr. Tavenner. I am not rep- 
resented by counsel, and I would like to make a statement in that 
respect. 

I don’t know who I could obtain as counsel in the city of San Diego. 
The majority of the attorneys of this city and county may very well 
know that thi is committee Is ¢ ‘vn cal in its violations of its constitu- 
tional rights. T] ey may be ver) well aware that this committee has 
caused a disgraceful internal confusion. They might also know that 

discredit of the United States, 
yet an attorney, an individual attorney would not care to come here 
and represent me, al d the re ison he would not is because he knows 
that the very procedure and tactics of this committee would cause 
a alumny that would destr y most of his pre ictice and destroy most 
of his income, 

Mr. Doy! E. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question ? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. One moment, please. 

. we Jackson. Will the witness please suspend for a moment? Mr. 
Joyle. 


( 
you have caused i vast international 
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Mr. Dorix. Have you invited or asked any Sar Diego attorney to 
represent you here? 

Mr. ALExaNpDER. I would say, Mr. Doyle, are you an attorney ? 

Mr. Dorie. I am an attorney, and proud of it. 

Mr. ALExANbeER. I think you would know better than ask any ques- 
tion in regard to client-attorney relationship. 

Mr. Doyxe. I have not asked you any question of conversation be- 
tween you and any lawyer and I naturally would not go into any 
conversation. I merely asked if you had invited one to come here 
as your lawyer. 

Mr.+* ALexanpver. I did not know what your questions would be 
afterward. 

Mr. Doyte. That is the question I am asking you. 

Mr. Avexanper. I think you have no right to ask it and I decline 
to answer it on the grounds I have already given. 

Mr. Jackson. The answer to the question is that the witness is not 
represented by counsel. 

P roceed. 

Mr. ALexanper. One more word. I have mentioned the first, the 
fifth, the second, and the eighth amendments. Because of this trouble 
with my throat I want to state this, that any question which I refuse 
to answer is done on the basis of the first, the fifth, the second, and the 
eighth amendments unless I state specifically otherwise. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. ALExanpEeR. Plus—one moment, if you will—plus any other 
reasons I may give. In other words, I want this generalization to 
stand and if] simply refuse not to have you claim that I have evaded 
giving areason. Now, I would like to, if I may—— 

Mr. Jackson. If the gentleman will suspend for just a moment. The 
question has been asked which the witness has answered. We are 
anxious to get along. We have other witnesses. I would hope that the 
witness would cooperate with the committee to the extent of answering 
or declining to answer the questions for the reasons previously stated, 
and it will be understood it includes all the reasons the witness has 
given heretofore. 

Mr. Avexanper. Mr. Jackson, I am not satisfied. After all, I am 
here asa witness. I heard Mr. Doyle and you introduce State Senator 
Kraft. I heard you give a little propaganda talk. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, that could not be responsive to the 
question. 

Mr. Jackson. It is not, but the committee is sometimes charged by 
its critics with not permitting freedom of speech to the witness, so the 
committee is constrained to allow the witness to proceed. 

Mr. Arexanper. Shall I proceed? 

Mr. JACKSON. Proceed. 

Mr. Avexanper. And the use of the first amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. I give these reasons for its use. 

[ cannot be forced under any duress whatever to give any political 
ee ee view, or any matter of opinion to this committee. 
You, Mr. Tavenner, you, Mr. Jackson, you, Mr. Doyle, and the same 
thing would apply to Mr. Williams, could not shove into a polling 

booth where I am voting because I wotakd shove you right out again, 
and you cannot shove into my mind as you are intending to do in 
violation of the first article of the Bill of Rights. 


47718—54—pt. 5——2 
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Now, I wish to read to you a decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States oe in 1947, West Virginia Board of Education v. 
Barnett (319 U. S., 624-642). It is written in beautiful clarity and 
expresses exactly ws I wish to say. 

If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no 
official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, national- 
ism, religion, or other matters of opinion, or force citizens to confess by word 
or act their faith therein. 

Could anything be clearer than that? And that is precisely what 
you are trying to do. 

Mr. Jackson. I may say that decision has been read into the record 
no less than 50 times by fifth-amendment witnesses, so the committee 
is thoroughly familiar with the contents of that decision. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. It is 51 now. 

Mr. Jackson. That is hardly responsive to the question. The 
Chair is trying to be as lenient as possible and not cut you off. How- 
ever, the Chair must insist we proceed with the hearing. 

Mr. ALexanper. One moment. Iam giving my reasons. In using 
this Supreme Court decision I do not forego arty other interpretation 
of the first amendment. The use of the first amendment should be 
sufficient for my defense. However, as the first amendment has fallen 
in the lower courts, that is, the freedom of speech amendment in 
respect to the inquisition of this committee, I am forced to fall back 
to a secondary defense, and that secondary defense is the fifth amend- 
ment, which means that if the first amendment has fallen I can fall 
back and refuse to testify against myself. 

Now, the second — 

Mr. Jackson. Please. Your reasons have been given fully and 
adequately in the opinion of the committee. You have taken refuge 
in 4 or 5 of the amendments to the Constitution. That is entirely 
legal. Your right to do so has not been questioned nor will it be ques- 
tioned during the course of these hearings. 

However, we must move along with the interrogation and I wish 
counsel would proceed. 

Mr. ALexAnper. I wish to state for the reecord— 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alexander—— 

Mr. ALtexanver. I wish to state that the use of the second and eighth 
amendments has been cut off by the committee and, therefore, I do not 
forego any privileges on those two amendments. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, it is understood you are relying on 1, 5, 6, 
and oS, and perhaps another. However. Mr. Counsel, you will proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alexander, the committee heard the testimony 
only a few minutes ago of Mr. Taylor, in which he told the com- 
mittee that in a conversation with you which took place in the Inter- 
national Book Shop, in San Diego, you told him that you had been 
given the assignment of making certain that a fund of $10,000, or the 
proceeds of bonds of $10,000 owned by Mr. Henry Weihe would be 
made available to the Communist Party for its use, and that the money 
represented the proceeds of bonds of the Soviet Union, which the 
Soviet Union desired to be used for Communist Party purposes. Now, 
did you have any such conversation with Mr. Taylor? 

Mr. Atexanper. In the first place, Mr. Tavenner, you have quoted 
Mr. Taylor incorrectly. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Then I would be happy if you would correct me in 
any respect. 

Mr. i EXANDER. I would be glad to. His story was a little more 
cloak and dagger than you gave it. He didn’t say $10,000. He said 
10,000 gold rubles. I think the testimony will show that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact Mr. Weihe had an investment of 
$10,000 in bonds of the U.S. S. R. 4 

Mr. ALexAnper. No. 1 will cover his testimony. 

In the first place, I have informed you that I would not in con- 
cience answer any questions that were either direct or indirect in 
regard to my political, my religious, or my beliefs of any kind unless 
volitionally. I decline to answer that, but I will point this out, that 
the story on the face of it was absurd, that a country the size of 
Russia would be cect in, that an unknown person, 8. C. Alex- 
ander, living in San Diego, would turn 10,000 rubles over to the 
Communist Party; nations of the size of Russia, Montenegro wouldn't 
do it, much less Russia 

Mr. Tavenner. You said it was absurd. Did you turn $10,000 over 
for the use of the Communist Party that had been owned by Mr. 
Henry Weihe? 

Mr. Atexanper. This is an indirect attempt to touch on polities. I 
decline to answer because it would lead to other questions on and on. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you said it was ridiculous to conceive of a 
person back in San Diego having $10,000 to turn over to the Com 
munist Party. 

Mr. ALExanpeER. I said no such thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you say? 

Mr. ALExAnper. I said that it would be absurd to do what Mr. 
Taylor testified to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you do it—— 

Mr. Atexanper. Would you wait, please / 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you do it? 

Mr. ALexanper. Will you wait a minute, please—receive 10,000 
rubles and turn them over to the Communist Party under the direc- 
tion of Russia. That is what I said, and I said that is what was absurd. 

Mr. Jackson. May the Chair interpose a question at this point! 

Without respect to the absurdity of the proposition, did you di 
rectly or indirectly receive from the edbride il in question any sum 
of dollars or gold rubles to be converted into dollars and turned 
over to the Comunist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. ALexanpenr. I previously stated, Mr. Jackson, and I think I will 
be substantiated, that I decline to answer the question, inasmuch as it 
touches upon politics and is so intended by this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. And for the reasons previously stated; is that cor- 
rect ¢ 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Yes. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question of Mr. Alexander ? 

I think just before Mr. Jackson asked you that question you said 
that it was absurd that you might have done it at the direction of 
Russia. Did you do it w ithout it bei ‘ing at the direction of Russia ? 

Mr. Atexanper. No, I don’t think it it would necessarily be absurd 
that $10,000, or 10,000 rubles would be turned over to anything. It 
could be turned over to the Boy Scouts. But what I do say is that 
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it was absurd to say that this was ordered by a nation the size of 
Russia. 

Mr. Dorie. Was it ordered by the Communist Party in Russia with- 
out its being orde ‘ed by the Gove rmment of Russia? 

Mr. ALExaNper. I stated what he testified to as being absurd. I 
also think it would be equally absurd that the Communist Party of 
Russia would do it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a cashier’s check from the Chase 
National Bank payable to you in the amount of $10,000 during the 
month of March 1940? 

Mr. ALExaNpeR. I answer that question exactly the same way and 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer the question ? 

Mr. Auexanper. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you present that check for deposit to your 
account ¢ 

Mr. Atexanper. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you attempt to cash the check? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. The same answer. And for the reason—I want 
to make this very clear—that you are intending by indirection to 
delve into my mi ind and I won't allow you to do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I am asking you purely factual matters. 

Mr. Avexanper. After all, I fought in the Army of the United 
States and I don’t intend to be pushed around by you. 

Mr. TavENNER. All right, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. May the Chair assure the witness, there is no intent 
on the part of the committee to push you around. We seek to elicit 
information which may be helpful to the committee in work which 
has been assigned to it. Your constitutional privilege will be re- 
spected at all times. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. ALexanper. I would just like to say one word there. My con- 
stitutional privileges are not being respected. The Constitution of 
the United States absolutely forbids such a pillory as this, and you 
are well aware of it. That is the reason that President Roosevelt 

Mr. Jackson. I am well aware 

Mr. ALEXANDER. One moment, please. The reason that President 
Roose velt Sti ated— 

Mr. J AC KSON. Wil l] yo u A a ase be in orde ré 

Mr. ALEXANDER. That the activities of this committee are sordid 
and flagrantly unfair an i un-American. That is my view. 

Mr. JacKson. Your opin on of this committee amounts to about as 
little as any opinion which I have heard expressed during the course 
of the past 4 years; your contempt of the committee, and I assume it 
extends to the Congress of the United States, is very obvious. The 
Chair does not intend tl this committee shall take abuse from you 
or am any witness who may succeed you on the stand. If you will 
answer the questions or dec ‘line to answer them for the reasons pre- 
vionaly given, that will be sufficient for all purposes, yours and the 
committee’s. 

We do not intend that you should use the commitee as a sounding 
board for propaganda speeches such as you have accused me of 
mak hy. 
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Mr. ALexANpeR. You have just done it yourself. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alexander, did you procure a cashier’s check 
for $10,000 payable to Harry Kramer? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Same answer; same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a cashier’s check 
drawn on the Security Trust & Savings Bank of San Diego on March 
12, 1940, payable to Harry Kramer, San Francisco, in “the amount 
of $10,000, and which shows that it was cut “paid” on 3-13-40, being 
March 13, 1940, and I will ask you if you have ever seen the original 
of that check. 

Mr. ALExANpDER. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at it? What did you do with the 
money from that check ? 

Mr. ALexanperR. You are attempting to delve into my political 
views. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, into your acts, Mr. Alexander. 

Mr. Atexanper. I decline to answer for exactly the same reason. 
When you inquire into acts it is your intent to inquire into beliefs and 
that is unconstitutional. You are just one step off by an indirection. 

Mr. Tavenner. We are attempting to determine, Mr. Alexander, 
how the Communist Party has been able to finance its operations and 
the methods which it used todo so. Whois Harry Kramer ? 

Mr. ALExANDER. You assume that I know him ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know him? 

Mr. Atexanper. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair will again caution the audience. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the check in evidence, and ask that 
it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so admitted. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee obtained it by subpena duces tecum. 

(The check above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 
1” for identification, and received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce also into evidence, Mr. Chair 
man, and have it ms roy! “Alexander Exhibit No. 2,” a signature card 
at the Bank of America, San Francisco, of Harry Kramer, across which 
is written, ee ve rtificate of doing business under a fictitious name, filed 
June 23, 1938,” and in quotation marked, “People’s World.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

(The signature card above referred to was marked “Alexander Ex- 
hibit No. 2” for identification and received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire also to introduce in evidence a bank state- 
ment of Harry Kramer for the month of March 1940, which was 
obtained by a duces tecum upon the Bank of America showing 
on March 13, 1940, the date on which the check of $10,000 is cut paid, 
a deposit of $10,000 to his account. I desire that that document be 
introduced in evidence and marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

(The bs ink statement above referred to was marked “Alexander Ex- 
hibit No. 3” for identification and received in evidence.) ? 

Mr. Pavan NER. Do you know the purpose for which Mr. Kramer 
used that money or the proceeds of the $20,000 deposit ? 
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Mr. Anexanper. That is an inferential question. I decline to 
answer it on that basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is purely a matter of fact as to whether you know 
or not. Do you? 

Mr. Avexanper. You say do I know how he used it / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Do you know for what purpose he used it? 

Mr. Avexanper. Used what? 

Mr. Tavenner. The $10,000 or any part of it. 

Mr. Avexanper. What $10,000? 

Mr. Tavenner. Deposited to his account and shown by his bank 
statement on March 15, 1940. 

Mr. Avexanper. Obviously I have no way of knowing. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have no way of knowing / 

Mr. Arexanper. Of course. 

Mr. Tavenner. Maybe I can refresh your recollection. Did Mr. 
Harry Kramer, Harrison George, and Al Richmond who were pub- 
lishing the People’s World in San Francisco, execute and deliver to 
you a mortgage on the equipment of the business for $10,000; did he? 

Mr. Arexanper. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a certified copy of the 
mortgage, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Avexanper. I certainly say this, I have no memory of such a 
thing. 

Mr.Tavenner. You have no memory ? 

Mr. Atexanper. Thatistrue. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. And I ask that it be marked “Alexander Exhibit 
No. 4.” 

Mr. Jackson. It may be so marked. 

(The mortgage above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit 
No. 4” for identification and received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. Possibly I can refresh your recollection by showing 
you the document. It was obtained from the records of the clerk’s 
oflice by subpena duces tecum. 

Mr. Dove. The records of the San Francisco clerk’s office. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was obtained from the records of the San Fran- 
cisco clerk’s office and it is a certified copy, but I am in error about 
stating that we produced it by subpena duces tecum. 

Mr. Avexanper. Not inmy memory have I ever seen that document. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you lend $10,000 to the People’s World ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I decline to answer that question for the same 
reason that you are inquiring by indirection into my polities, which the 
Constitution prohibits. 

Mr. Tavenner. I ask the witness be required to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. ALexanpver. Answer what question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Answer the last question relative to the $10,000. 

Will the reporter please read the last question ? 

(The question was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. ALexanper. I stated, Mr. Tavenner, I declined to state and gave 
the reasons why I declined to state. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, proceed. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I will read this into the record. It 
is very short. 

Chattel mortgage. Know all men by these presents: That we, Harry Kramer, 
Harrison George, and Al Richmond, owners of a certain printing business known 
as eet Publishing Co., situated at 583 Market Street, in the city and county 
of San Francisco, State of California, do hereby mortgage unto Sterling C. Alex- 
ande r, all of that printing property situated in the above described premises, and 
particularly the following : 

And then certain equipment is enumerated, which I shall not read. 
It includes linotype, web press, and so forth. 

This mortgage is entered into and given unto the said Sterling C. Alexander 
as security for the payment of $10,000 according to a promissory note evidencing 
said indebtedness. Dated May 1, 1940, Harry Kramer, Harrison George, and 
Al Richmond. 

Now, regardless of whether you have seen the document or not, as 
a matter of fact, do you not know that such a document was executed 
to secure the payment of the $10,000 ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I think your injuries, Mr. Tavenner, at public ex- 
pense, are very repetitious. I have stated that I decline to answer 
because an answer would be against my conscience and a violation of 
my constitutional rights. I see no reason why you should go through 
one question after another to get exactly the same answer. 

(Remarks of the witness were ordered stricken from the record.) 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you recall having satisfied that mortgage by 
properly recording a satisfaction of it in the clerk’s office at San 
Irancisco ? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I decline to state. And I decline to state for the 

same reason that I have given, that you are attempting through these 
questions to pry into my political ‘beliefs and that such prying by 
this committee is unconstitutional. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you could not recall having ever 
seen the chattel mortgage which I exhibited to you. Let me hand you 
a photostatie copy of the release of that mortgage signed by you, and 
ask you to state whether or not that re freshes your recollection. 

Mr. Auexanper. As to this I decline to state, but as to the specific 
paper you showed me be fore, it does not refresh my memory, as you 
put it, in respect to any such document. I wish to make it clear that 
1 haven’t denied its existence or affirmed it. I merely say you have 
no right to inquire into my political matters. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer the last question 4 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the release of the satisfaction of 
the chattel mortgage in evidence and ask it be marked “Alexander 
Exhibit No. 5.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so admitted. 

(The release above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 
5” for identification and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I willreadit. Itis very short— 

Satisfaction of chattel mortgage. 

Know all men by these presents: That I, Sterling C. Alexander, of San 
Diego, Calif., do hereby certify that a certain chattel mortgage, bearing date 
of March 1, 1940, made and executed by Harry Kramer, business manager, 
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People’s World; Harrison George, editor, People’s World; and Al Richmond, to 
me, and recorded in the office of the recorder of the city and county of San 
Francisco, State of California, book No. 3612, page 227, on the 17th day of May, 
1940, is paid and I do hereby consent the same be discharged of record. Sterling 

Alexander. 
and acknowledged before Mr. James T. Morris, Jr., in San Diego on 
the 18th day of November, 1941. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you want that admitted in the light of the fact 
you have read it in, counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Avexanver. Mr. Tavenner, may I ask a question of you? 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is not here for the purpose of asking 
counsel questions. 

Mr. ALExANDER. I would like to ask a very simple question that is 
quite important. 

Mr. Jackson. Does it relate to this last 

Mr. ALexanper. Yes; it very much relates. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Avexanper. Mr. Tavenner, isn’t it a fact that in order to sub- 
stantiate these papers you got Mr. Taylor to fabricate his entire testi- 
mony in regard to it? 

Mr. Jackson. Counsel will refrain; it makes no difference what 
your wish in that connection is. 

Mr. ALexanper. He refuses to answer? 

Mr. Jackson. That is another direct and contemplated affront to 
the committee. I can assure you that the committee has not induced 
anyone to make any statement before this committee. All of the 
witnesses we have heard who have cooperated with the committee, have 
done so freely and voluntarily. 

Mr. ALexanver. I notice Mr. Tavenner declines to answer it. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Tavenner is not declining to answer. The Chair 
instructed counsel not to answer. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Alexander’s statement or charge almost amounts 
to subornation of perjury, doesn’t it, in public? 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe he is trying to accuse me of subornation 
of perjury. 

Mr. Doytr. That is what I mean. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; and I would be very glad to get the witness 
to give his version of what happened in the conversation. 

Mr. Jackson. Let us proc eed. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. May I say this, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed with the regular order of business, which is 
the interrogation of the witness. 

Mr. ALexanper. I would like to, Mr. Jackson, go into a point which 
is important in connection with the testimony of informers. There 
is a compounded factor for falsity in their testimony. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Was the testimony of Mr. Taylor false? 

Mr. Atexanper. I would have to be very careful in stating that. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, was it false; was it false in any 1 ‘espect ? 

Mr. Atexanver. Will you allow me to answer the question 
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Mr. Jackson. If you will allow me to answer your question, I will 
be very happy to let you explain. 

Mr. Arexanper. Yes; I will answer it. I will be very glad to 
answer the question, cover the question. 

This committee—now, please let me finish because it is important 
to your inquiry—this committee has a vast coercive power; that its 
powers are unconstitutional doesn’t make those powers less, it makes 
them greater because you are functioning outside of due process, 
under the condition where you can put the finger of economic death 
on any citizen, almost any testimony can be gotten, and inasmuch as 
you have induced a national hysteria, I would be very careful to 
deny what one of your witnesses said for the reason that if it came to 
a court case I think you would probably win despite the truth. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me say if there is any hysteria evident in the 
country it is the hysteria in the witnesses who appear before this 
and other congressional committees. The committee is not in any 
manner hysterical, you can be assured of that fact. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel, with the regular order of business, which has 
nothing to do with your opinion of this committee nor of the constitu 
tionality of its composition, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alexander, was there transferred to an account 
of yours or deposited in your name any funds of Mr. Henry Weihe 
in the Bank of Foreign Trade, U.S. S. R., in the year of 1939 or 1940, 
or 1941 ¢ 

Mr. ALexanper. I will re ply to that in exactly the same way. This 
atte mpt to pry into my opinion is unconstitutional. 

Mr. Tavenner. Again let me insist I am not asking for opinions. 
I am asking for a simple statement of fact as to whether or not Mr. 
Henry Weihe gave to you for the purposes of the Communist Party, 
a sum of money, that was deposited to you in a Russian bank in 1939, 
1940, or 1941. 

Mr. Autexanper. I stated, or believed I stated in reply to that ques- 
tion that I decline to answer on the ground that it attempts uncon 
stitutionally to pry into my polities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence a photo- 
static copy of a letter bearing date of March 5, 1941, Bank of Foreign 
Trade, U. S. S. R., addressed to Mr. Alexander C. Sterling. Mr. 
Alexander, what was your post-office box number in 1941, do you 
recall ? 

Mr. ALeExanper. I decline to answer that, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TAavenner. You did live in San Diego in March 1941, did you 
not ¢ 

Mr. ALexanper. I didn’t know what the questions of this com- 
mittee would be. Consequently I didn’t come prepared with an itin- 
erary of exactly where I have lived during the last 20 years. 

Mr. Jackson. That is not the question. ‘The question is did you live 
in San Diego in 1941. 

Mr. Atexanper. I would have to state in regard to that exact date 
I couldn’t specifically state one way or the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me hand you the letter in question and state 
whether or not you received the original. 

Mr. Arexanper. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice you did not look at it. Is that true? 
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Mr. ALtexanper. Yes, I saw it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it ? 

Mr. ALExANpDER. I would be very glad to. 

Mr. Tavenner. And state whether or not that refreshes your rec- 
ollection as to your post office box number in 1941. 

Mr. Avexanper. I didn’t say I needed a refreshing of my memory. 
I said I decline to answer. 

Mr. TaveENNErR. You still decline to answer / 

Mr. ALexanper. I still do and I give my reason that it is unconsti- 
tutional interference with my rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive the original of that letter? 

Mr. Avexanper. I decline to answer for the same reasons I have 
just given. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the letter in evidence and ask that 
it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 6.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

(The letter above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 6” 
for identification and received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. The letter bears the date of March 5, 1941. It is 
addressed to Mr. Alexander C. Sterling, Post Office Box No. 2121, San 
Diego, Calif. 

DEAR Sir: This is to advise you that we have posted the following entries to 
your current account No. 83861 with us, balance in your favor as of January 1, 
1941, $11,981.72. 

Mr. Dorie. Where was that from, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. This is on the letterhead of the Bank of Foreign 
Trade, U.S.S. R., Moscow. Did you ask me a question ! 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. I asked you where that letter was from as far 
us the designation on the letterhead was concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. From the Bank of Foreign Trade, U. S. S. R., 
Moscow. 

Mr. Dorie. I thought the sum involved was only $10,000. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was a sum of $10,000, a transaction which oc- 
curred on March 13, 1940. This is a balance of eleven-thousand-and- 
some-odd dollars which was to the credit of Alexander C. Sterling on 
January 1, 1941. A photostat of an envelope on the letterhead of 
the Bank of Foreign Trade, U.S. S. R., the date of which I am unable 
to decipher, addressed to Mr. Alexander C. Sterling, Box No. 2121. 

I desire to offer the envelope in evidence and ask it be marked “Alex- 
ander Exhibit No. 7.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

(The envelope above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit 
No. 7” for identification and received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. I also have in my possession, Mr. Chairman, a 
photostatic copy of a letter, the picture was taken backwards and I 
am unable to read it, but on the stationery, the letterhead of Bank of 
Foreign Trade, U. 8. S. R., under date of September 3, 1940, addressed 
to Mr. Sterling C. Alexander, box No. 2121, which reads as follows: 

In reply to your letter of October 9, 1940, and in compliance with your request 
stated therein, we are sending you herewith our circular letter containing inter- 
est rates in foreign currency accounts of this bank. 
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Did you receive that letter, the original of that letter ? 

Mr. Atexanper. The same answer and the same reason. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 8.” 

Mr. Jackson. It may be so marked and admitted. 

‘F he document above referred to was marked “Alexander Exhibit 
No. 8” for identification and received in evidence.) ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any part of that bank account in the Soviet 
Union of $11,891.72 used for Communist Party purposes, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Atexanper. Mr. Tavenner, I decline to answer that, and I want 
to ask you this: Have you any recerd that all of these funds were 
received by Mr. Weihe after those dates, or are you concealing that 
evidence ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Apparently you have some information on the sub- 
ject. We would be very happy to have it. 

Mr. Avexanper. I am asking the question and I decline to answer, 
but I think that you are concealing something here. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is it that you think we are concealing ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I told you what apparently I thought you were 
concealing. 

Mr. Tavenner. That this money was mailed back to Mr. Weihe? 

Mr. ALexanper. I asked you if you were concealing evidence that 
Mr. Weihe received all this money back after this date. Now, I am 
not saying he did and indicating a knowledge of it. Iam asking you 
whether you are concealing evidence that ‘this happened. 

Mr. Jackson. Does counsel have any information that this money 
was repaid to Mr. Weihe? 

Mr. Tavenner. There is information indicating that the $10,000 
may have been paid back to him during his lifetime. He died in 1944. 

Mr. Avexanper. You have no other information that it was all paid 
back ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no other information and have seen no other 
information. 

Mr. Jackson. Does the witness have anything in his personal 
knowledge relative to that alleged repayment ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I decline to answer such questions because it is an 
attempted violation of conscience. But I have asked Mr. Tavenner 
if he has such information if he is concealing it. He says he has 
information on $10,000 being returned, he hasn’t information on the 
rest being returned. 

Mr. Jackson. Counsel has informed you substantially that there 
are indications that it may have been repaid. If that is the case the 
committee would like to know about it. Are you by any chance con- 
cealing information that may be in your possession relative to the 
repayment ¢ 

Mr. Avtexanper. I have answered that very clearly, Mr. Jackson, 
that in conscience, I said in the beginning, I read you a Supreme Court 
ruling, West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnett. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; it is in the record. 

Mr. A_exaNper. Yes, it is in the record. 
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Mr. Jackson. It won't be necessary to restate it. 

Mr. Arexanper. Therefore, I have declined on the basis of con- 
science. I will not go into it. 

Mr. Jackson. All right, you need not answer the question. 

Mr. ALexanper. I was trying to develop from Mr. Tavenner 
whether he had this information. He said he has part of it. He hasn’t 
the rest of it. 

Mr. Jackson. What would you like to know if you have any further 
information. relative to it? 

Mr. ALexanper. That is the same information you asked a moment 
ago. 7 

Mr. Jackson. And you declined to answer that question for reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Atexanper. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did you attempt in any way to counsel Mr. 
Henry Weihe about the pre par ation of his will? 

Mr. Avexanper. That is a similar question, similarly an unconsti- 
tutional to attempt to delve into polities by indirection. I decline to 
answer it for that reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you named as a trustee under the provisions 
of his will and charged with the investment of a substantial sum of 
money and the payment of the money to certain sources after the 
termination of the trust ? 

Mr. Atexanper. What do you mean? I would like you to be more 
specific. Certain sources. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, any sources. Tell us the sources. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Your question, read it again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will the reporter read the question ? 

(The quest ion was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Auexanper. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Tavenner. If any of the money owned by Mr. Henry Weihe of 
which we have heretofore spoken, was returned to him during his 
lifetime, do you know whether he disposed of it by his will? 

Mr. Avexanper. I thought you told me you did have that knowl- 
edge, but I do decline to answer your question with regard to his will. 

Mr. Tavenner. I had told you that I understood that $10,000 had 
been returned but I don’t know that it has been. You are in a position 
to tel] us possibly. 

Mr. Auexanper. And I decline for the same reason I have given 
before that according to the ruling of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, such inquiries are unconstitutional. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence the will 
of Henry Weihe, bearing date of the 24th day of December, 1941. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Together with a codicil thereto bearing date of 
June 6, 1944, and ask that it be marked as one exhibit, “Alexander 
Exhibit No. 9.” 

Mr. Jackson. It may be admitted. 

(The will and codicil above referred to were marked “Alexander 
Exhibit No. 9” for identification and received in evidence. )? 
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Mr. Tavenner. With regard to the matter that you inquired of 
me as to what certain purpose or individuals the money was to be 
paid upon the termination of the trust provided for in this will, 
Jet me read you the pertinent part without taking the time to read 
the entire document. 

Mr. Doytr. May I ask, as you are getting ready to do that, counsel, 
was that will probated in court ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. And was there a decree of distribution carrying out 
the purposes of the will 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and a final settlement. 

Mr. Dorie. How long ago? 

Mr. Tavenner. The final settlement, I believe, was in 1950, 

Mr. Doyie. All right. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER (reading) : 

I give, devise, and bequeath all the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
estate, real, personal, and mixed to 8S. C. Alexander of the city of San Diego, 
county of San Diego, State of California, Frances Flores, and Wilmer Breeden, 
to have and to hold the same, in trust nevertheless and not in any wise for 
their personal benefit for the following uses and purposes 
and then the will proceeds to describe how the money is to be in- 
vested; what should be done in the event a trustee becomes disabled ; 
the right to sell and exchange the subject of the trust; to repair prop- 
erty; the income from the trust was directed to be paid to a daughter 
during her lifetime, and then this provision which answers your specific 
question. 

Upon the death of my daughter I direct my trustees to cease any payments 
of the income as specified hereinbefore to be made to my daughter and there 
upon the trust shall terminate and the trust property shall be distributed 
equally among the following: William Schneiderman, 121 Haight Street, San 
Francisco, Calif.: Ir. V. A. K. Tashjian, 815 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, 
Calif., and Emily Hillkowitz, 136 Redwood Street, San Diego, Calif. It is my 
earnest desire that said beneficiaries use said property to further the interest 
of the labor movement and to further the principles of collective ownership 
of the means of production; but I leave to the sole judgment of the said bene 
ficiaries the determination of how the property shall be expended. 

Does that refresh your recollection as to the nature of this bequest ? 

Mr. ALtexanper. Mr. Tavenner, do I understand that the provisions 
of this will which you have just read specify that no funds would 
go to any purpose whatever during the lifetime of Mr. Weihe’s 
daughter ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have read you the exact provisions of the will. 
Now, there may be some other provisions about legacies. I don’t 
recall. 

Mr. Arexanper. No, I think you just read it. I just wanted to 
confirm. Apparently not a penny of the sum in question involved 
in this will was to go to any purpose during the lifetime of Mr. 
Weihe’s relative. Is that true or is it not true? 

Mr. Tavenner. I don’t know, but will you answer the question as 
to whether or not—— 

Mr. ALEXANDER. It is hard to know how you couldn’t know when 
you just read it. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the Chair ask a question here. Is this sum the 
same sum previously referred to as being on deposit in a Moscow bank ? 
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Does the witness know whether this is the same amount or whether 
this is another $10,000 ¢ 

Mr. Avexanper. I decline to answer that on the basis that this is 
unconstitutional. It has been ruled on by the Supreme Court of the 
United States and I will not cooperate with it. 

Mr. Jackson. The determination by this and other committees as 
to how the Communist Party in this country is financed is certainly 
well within the charge laid upon the committee by the House of Rep 

resentatives. Without adequate financing it is impossible to carry on 
propaganda activities. 

As far as the constitutionality is concerned, with all due deference 
to the opinion which the witness read, numerous subsequent court 
findings have held that the committee is well within its jurisdiction 
in inquiring into those activities. 

Mr. Auexanper. It is not quite as easy as that to equivocate the Bill 
of Rights. 

Mr. Jackson. No, it is very difficult. I am sometimes amazed how 
witnesses can rationalize and equivocate the same Bill of Rights which 
many of them, at least, are determined to destroy. 

Mr. ALExAnpeR. T read this because it was crystal clear and 
could not be equivocated. 

Mr. Jackson. But we have received it 51 times and it was equally 
erystal clear. We are quite well acquainted with that. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. It is quite easy, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. ¢ ‘ounsel. 

Mr. TavenNner. Asa matter of fact you did not serve as one of the 
trustees under this will because there was a subsequent codicil to the 
will changing both executors and the beneficiaries under it, isn’t that 
true? 

Mr. ALexanper. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I call to the committee’s attention the provisions of 
the codicil of the will, which I read before, and which was dated 
June 6, 1944. 

In the course of the codicil it was provided as follows: 

1 hereby substitute Laura Colwell, C-o-l-w-e-l-l, and Elizabeth Rowe, R-o-w-e, 
as trustees in the place and stead of S. C. Alexander and Frances Flores. I 
hereby substitute Elizabeth Rowe and Laura Colwell in the place and stead of 
Hermine Hillkowitz and Dr. V. A. K. Tashjian as ultimate beneficiaries under my 
will, and repeat that it is my desire that said beneficiaries use said property to 
further the interests of the labor movement and to further the principle of col- 
lective ownership of the means of production but leave to the sole judgment of 
said beneficiaries the determination of how the fund and property shall be ex- 
pended. 

Did you have anything to do with the preparation of that will of 
Mr. Henr y Weihe or the codicil ? 

Mr. ALexAnper. You mean the will that didn’t contain my name? 

Mr. TAvenner. The will that does contain your name and the cod- 
icil which substitutes another for you. 

Mr. ALexaNnpeER. I decline to answer that, for the same reason that 
your inquiry is unconstitutional. 

Mr. Jackson. Can the committee counsel further identify any of 
the trustees named in the will? 

Mr. TAvenner. Mr, Chairman, I think there will be testimony in 
the course of the hearing that will throw light upon those individuals. 
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I would rather not undertake to recall any of that from memory. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any knowledge of the dis sposition that 
was made of the fund which was in the account in your name in the 
Russian bank ¢ 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I refused to answer in regard to your previous 
questions. I refuse to answer this on the ground that it is unconsti 
tutional and against my conscience to answer. I cannot cooperate 
with a violation of the Constitution. I will not do it. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. Mr. Stanley Hancock testified in Washington dur- 
ing the course of the hearing being conducted within the past 30 
days that you were one of his right-hand men in the work of the 
Communist Party in the area of San Diego while he was the Com- 
munist Party organizer here. Did you assist him in any way in the 
organizational work of the Communist Party here ¢ 

Mr. ALexanper. That is another inquiry into politics that is uncon- 
stitutional. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Jackson, For the reasons previously stated ? 

Mr. Auexanper. You have no right to inquire into my politics. 
There is no inference one way or the other by it, by my answer, 
whether 1 am or am not. 1 decline to answer it because you have 
ho right to ask me se in regard to ny politics, my religion, or 
niy opinions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is your declaration based on the same reasons here- 
tofore given? 

Mr. ALExANprr. As I stated, every refusal to answer a question 
is based on the reasons which I initially gave. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. ALExANbDER. Unless I specifically state it otherwise, and I 
haven't so stated. 

Mr. Jackson. That is what the Chair is attempting to determine, 
that each declaration in your own behalf is entered positively in the 
record. 

Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Taylor testified before the committee that you 
had been given the assignment of the Communist Party work out 
at Scripps Institution of Oceanography. Is that true or false? Is his 
statement true or false? 

Mr. ALeExANDER. I am a little curious about that testimony. I 
wonder what a Communist group at the Scripps Institution of Ocea 
nography would subvert. Would it be fish, seaweed, or plankton, I 
would like to know. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Well, which did you have at the meeting that you 
attended ¢ 

Mr. ALexANpeR. I decline to answer that question for the same 
reason that your inquiries are intended to violate the Constitution 
of the United States and as such are against my conscience to reply 
to, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. ‘Taylor attend a group meeting of the Com- 
munist Party at Scripps Institute and give a lecture on Communist 
Party subjects, to your knowledge? 

Mr. ALexanper. That question is of the same unconstitutional po- 
litical nature, which, in conscience, I cannot cooperate in answering. 
Consequently I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Jackson. For the reasons previously stated ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I have stated, Mr. Jackson, again and again that 
any question which I do not specifically state does not include the first 
reasons I gave, does include those first reasons, 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Avexanper. I decline to answer that on constitutional ground. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Tavenner, I recall that our records are quite abun- 
dantly filled with testimony under oath and documentary evidence as 
to what the People’s World was back in 1940 and 1941." Am I in er- 
ror? Wasn’t that an acknowledged publication of the Communist 
Party in the United States? 

Mr. Tavenner. The People’s World, according to testimony before 
the committee, superseded the Western Worker, which showed on 
its staffhead that it was a Communist publication, and for that reason 
it became unsuccessful. The People’s World attempted to carry on 
that work according to the testimony before the committee, but they 
discarded the party label. and they have so operated until at least 
December of last year when our committee heard Mr. Blodgett, a 
former reporter for that paper, and heard his testimony regarding 
the Communist Party directions and control, the directions given and 
the control exercised over the People’s World, though they have not 
admitted publicly that it is an official organ of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. Didn’t 2 of these 3 gentlemen who signed this release 
of November 18, 1941, didn’t they assign and designate themselves as 
business manager and editor of the People’s World? 

Mr. Tavenner. In the release signed by Mr. Campbell he desig- 
nated Harrison George as editor and Kramer as business manager. 
That was in the document of release executed by him. In the original 
document of mortgage, that is, the chattel mortgage, those persons 
merely mentioned their names in connection with a publishing com- 
pany. However, the signature card of Harry Kramer as produced 
here shows that he was dealing in a fictitious name, that of People’s 
World, and the money actually went to his bank account. That about 
summarizes that. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

Mr. Atexanper. I would like to say just one thing, Mr. Jackson, 
before I leave. You are supposed to be hunting subversion. My 
opinion is if this committee ran into an actual person engaged in 
espionage, you could stumble over that person at broad noon and you 
wouldn’t recognize them. This committee would probably doff their 
hats and apologize; I think the Camp Fire Girls would be more capa 
ble with running down this. 

Mr. Jackson. I am sure Alger Hiss would not agree with you, but 
the committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes. 
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(Witness excused.) 

(Whereupon a recess was taken and the proceedings were resumed 
at 3:42 p. m.) 

Mr. Jackson. The mecting will be in order. Who is your next 
witness ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Philip Berman. Will you come forward, 
please ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Berman. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF PHILIP BERMAN 


Mr. Berman. Philip Berman. 

Mr. TavenNner. When and where were you born, Mr. Berman ? 

Mr. Berman. Elgin, Ll., March 2, 1919. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Berman. 3118 McCauley Street, San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego ? 

Mr. Berman. Since 1936; that is, 1 was in the Marine Corps, sta- 
tioned in the Marine Corps at North Island, and have resided here 
ever since. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States? 

Mr. Berman. Well, 1 was a member in the Marine Corps from 1936 
to 1939, and then again in 1944 to 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you received an honorable discharge ? 

Mr. Berman. I believe I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for 
mal education and training has been ? 

Mr. Berman. I have had 2 years high-school training. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Berman, have you ever had the occasion to 
do any work for an investigative agency of the United States 
Government ¢ 

Mr. Berman. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what field of enterprise was that work? 

Mr. Berman. The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of work did you do? 

Mr. Berman. I did some work informing on the Communist activ- 
ities in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please—I don’t 
want you to state to the committee anything of a confidential nature, 
but your employment or the manner in which you got into the Com- 
munist Party. I believe possibly I should ask you this first: How was 
it that you became employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
what were the cicumstances that led up to your employment? 

Mr. Berman. Well, to make it as brief as possible, a series of cir- 
cumstances where I had been with some Communists at the time, I 
didn’t know they were, and later being employed by a company who 
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I felt was, or did have communistic tendencies, I later had reason 
to go to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, not for communistic 
reasons, but other reasons, and at that time they asked me a question 
if I knew any Communists, and I said “Yes,” and consequently they 
asked me if I would be willing to aid them in the investigation of 
Communist activities in San Diego, and after thinking it over, I 
said I would. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time did you work for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in matters relating to communism 
in this area? 

Mr. Berman. I believe in the latter part of 1941 to my going into 
the service in 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1944? 

Mr. Berman. 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the first person you contacted in regard 
to joining the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. You mean the first known Communist or the first 
person that I went to see about joining the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The first person that you went to see. 

Mr. Berman. Well, the first person that I contacted was in the 
International Book Shop on E Street. I believe her name was Hunt; 
I don’t remember the first name. Lillian Hunt. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the result of that conference? 

Mr. Berman. Well, I had visited several times and they became 
familiar with me coming in and asked me to attend an open meeting. 
[ don’t recall—it wasn’t a Communist meeting. It was Just an open 
meeting, and we attended, and at that time we met two young people 
there, I don’t recall their names at all, who were quite anxious to 
have us join the party, in fact, talked to the organizer who was Bert 
Leech at the time, and through them, why, LaVerne Lym visited 
1 \ home and filled out application papers for us to join the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what position LaVerne Lym held in 
the Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Berman. At that time I didn’t know, but I am quite sure—I 
did know that he was a functionary in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, all of this occurred after arrangements had 
been made between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and yourself 
that you should get into the Communist Party if you could? 

Mr. Berman. Very definitely. 

Mr. Taverner. What was the first group to which you were assigned 
is a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. It was a group in Pacific Beach called the beach 
branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed that group ? 

Mr. Berman. Oh, I would say between 10 and 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you assigned later to a different group of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Berman. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You remained a member of the same group during 
the entire period ? 

Mr. Berman. Of my membership in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
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Mr. Berman. No. In 1944 when the Comintern was disbanded, we 
went into what we called a—well, there were no longer the individual 
groups but we became one big group and met at one single place which 
was at the Native Sons and Daughters’ Hall on Leavitt Avenue here 
in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was the origin of the Communist Political 
Asssociation ? 

Mr. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When the groups began to meet together. Were 
you issued a card by the Communist Party ! 

Mr. Berman. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have a photostat of what purports to be a Com 
munist Party card in the name of Phil Barry. Do you recognize it. 

Mr. Berman. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is it? 

Mr. Berman. It is my membership book in the Communist Party 

Mr. Tavenner. But it is in a name different from your own. 

Mr. Berman. Well, I used a ficticious name. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
it be marked “Berman Exhibit No. 1 

(The document above referred to was marked “Berman exhibit 
No. 1” for identification and received in evidence.)' 

Mr. Tavenner. It shows card No, 87,436 and that you were a mem 
ber of the bay section of the beach branch and it bears date of No 
vember 15, 1948. That was not the first card that was issued to you, 
was it, or was it? 

Mr. Berman. No; there was another card. It wasn’t a book. It 
was just a plain card. It showed that I had membership in the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did you make reports to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation of the information you obtain regarding the conduct 
of the Communist Party in this area ¢ 

Mr. Berman. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. How frequently did you make those reports? 

Mr. Berman. We made the reports as soon after any meeting o1 
any party or anything that took place within the Communist Party; 
we immediately contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
gave our report. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. You referred to the term “we” on several occasions. 
What do yeu mean by “we” ? 

Mr. Berman. My ex-wife and I. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she enter into the Communist Party with you 
under the same circumstances and conditions / 

Mr. Berman. Yes; she did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she likewise, to your knowledge, make reports 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes; she did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attain a position of leadership or any type 
of position in the Communist Party during your membership in it? 

Mr. Berman. I held the position of organizer in the beach branch 
only. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of time when you were or- 
ganizer ¢ 

Mr. Berman. I would say for a period of about a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your former wife attain any position of leader- 
ship in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes; she did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position was that? 

Mr. Berman. She was county dues and membership director. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you rejoined the Navy in 1944. 
After becoming a member of the Armed Forces, did you continue in 
your relationship with the Communist Party here, or not! 

Mr. Berman. I didn’t continue as an active member, but I did go 
to several meetings during my period of duty in the Navy. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you think was the date of the last meet- 
ing you attended, or the approximate date? 

Mr. Berman. Well, it was probably in July 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you were organizer of the beach branch 
of the Communist Party. Will you tell the committee, please, what 
your duties were as organizer? — 

Mr. Berman. Well, the duties were to bring a meeting to order and 
to discuss the current issues of whatever literature we might have, to 
see at the time, sales and distribution of the literature would take 
place, and also to discuss any activity that we could do within our own 
district that we were assigned to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou tell me the names of the officials or leaders 
of the beach branch of the Communist Party while you were or- 
ganizer, or for that matter, the names of all who occupied positions 
during the period you were a member of that club? 

Mr. Berman. Well, there was Laura Colwell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Laura Colwell. How do you spell the last name? 

Mr. Berman. I believe it is C-o-l-w-e-l-]: I believe. Iam not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are not certain of the spelling ? 

Mr. Berman. I am not certain of the spelling. I believe Don and 
Helen—— 

Mr. Tavenner. In the light of your spelling of the name, let me ask 
you if you can give any further identifying information in regard to 
her. 

Mr. Jackson. How was she employed, if you know? 

Mr. Berman. Well, at the time, I only knew her employ—it seemed 
to me she was employed by the Communist Party. She was in charge 
of the literature; she would go to each different branch and bring the 
literature to the meeting for the sale and distribution. . 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, she was not a rank and file member 
of the party at all. She, on the contrary, took an active interest in 
the party? 

Mr. Brrman. She took a very active interest in the party; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And actively worked in the party? ve 

Mr. Berman. So it seemed to me; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. I interrupted you. Will you proceed. 
The names of others who became leaders in this group? 

Mr. Berman. I said there was Don and Helen Sumner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, at this time let me interrupt to state 
that Mr. Sumner appeared as a witness before our committee on Mon- 
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day of last week in Washington and advised the committee that he had 
been a member of the Communist Party from 1938 until he left San 
Diego in 1944, and resumed his Communist Party membership in 
Michigan; that he is no longer a member of the Communist Party, 
and that he fully cooperated with this committee as to the facts 
within his knowledge, both here and in Michigan. 

Mr. Berman. I don’t recall any others. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of your connection with the Com- 
munist Party did you learn to know a person by the name of Frances 
Decker ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was Frances Decker’s position in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. She was also a functionary. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Can you give us further identifying information re- 
lating to Frances Decker as to her activities ? 

Mr. Berman. Iam sorry. I can’t. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask counsel, was Frances Decker the same indi- 
vidual as the Frances Burke who appeared before the committee some 
days ago in Washington ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, si 

Mr. Jackson. I think the record should show at this point that she 
refused to cooperate with the committee, claiming the provisions of 
the fifth amendment as her reason for declining. 

Mr. Doyir. May I add this, Mr. Chairman. Is Frances Decker the 
person who appeared before the committee several days ago in Wash- 
ington without counsel be ing pre pen and you, Mr. Tavenner, asked her 
if she wanted counsel and she said she believed she did, so the date for 
a later appearance was postponed. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. That is correct; it was the same witn¢ 

Mr. Dorin. We excused her testifying on that date because she had 
no lawyer with her. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were the meetings held of this group? 

Mr. Berman. They were held at Helen and Don Sumner’s home in 
Pacific Beach. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the Vy held at the homes or any other members 
at any time that you can recall ? 

Mr. Berman. There were several meetings held in my home, but 
matt ly in Helen and Don Sumner’s home. 

Mr. 1408 NNER. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 

he other members of ‘the Beach Club that you can recall at this time? 

Mr. Bi rMAN. Like I stated there was Laura Colwell, Don and Helen 
Sumner, Mr. and Mrs. Fouts 

Mr. TavenNner. Will you sp ell that name, please ? 

Mr. Berman. F-o-u-t-s, Fouts. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you recall the first name of the husband and the 
wife, or either of them ? 

Mr. Berman. Not at this time I don’t. 

Mr. Jackson. What was Mr. Fouts’ occupation, if you know ? 

Mr. Berman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give any other identifying information 
relating to either of them? 
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Mr. Berman. I do not know that they resided in La Jolla. 

Mr. Tavenner. How is that? 

Mr. Berman. I know that their home is in La Jolla. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You spell it 

Mr. Berman. L-a J-o-l-l-a. There was also Lacey Kyle, he was 
«a member of our group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lacey Kyle? 

Mr. Berman. Lacey Kyle. 

Mr. Tavenner. K-y-l-e? 

Mr. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Do vou recall how he was employed ¢ 

Mr. Berman. No, I am sorry, I don’t know. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Can you at this time recall the names of any others? 

Mr. Berman. On occasion, they weren’t members of our group 
just a minute. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. Just a minute. Were they members of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. They were members of the Communist Party, yes. 
Frances Decker—I would like to e exp lain that this was more or less a 
hew gro Ip and thes Wo 1] | come the re to more or less help us on our 
way, and there was Frances Decker, also Bill Decker, her husband, 
and that is about all that I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. As an organizer of that 
sion to meet wth the organizers of other 
Pai ty in San Diego ? 

Mr. Berman. Oh, on occasion, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about it, please ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, we would usually meet at Fran Decker’s home 
and we would discuss the different organizational work in our groups 
what we were doing. There was the distribution of leaflets and our 
work in the trade unions. 

We would discuss the general work in the branches, in each indi 
vidual branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many organizers would generally attend these 
meetings? 

Mr. Berman. I would say on an average of about 7 to 10. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you at this time give us the names of some of 
hose who attended, that is, those who were organizers of other groups 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Now, | can’t be positive of all of the names or where 
they were organizers of groups. 

Mr. Jackson. But they were known to you to be members of the 
Communist Party; you met with them ine losed meetings ? 

Mr. Berman. Ver y definitely. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Berman. I would like tos aysomething. I don’t want to appear 
as though I am not giving all the information that I can. It is just 
that during the period of time that I was in the Communist Party, 
.uv only interest I had in the C ommunist Party was obtaining all of 
the information I could and in giving it to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, not remembering it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You immediately made written reports of all the 
matters, all the information you obtained ? 


group did you have occa 
‘oups of the Communist 


o 
oy 
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Mr. Berman. That is very correct. And I had no idea I wculd ever 
be subpenaed to testify and have to remember all of the names. 

Mr. Jackson. You share that in common with a number of other 
witnesses that have appeared, both former FBI workers in the party 
and those who were just workers in the party. 

Mr. TavenNeER. How were you employed during the period that you 
were doing this work within the party 

Mr. Berman. I was employed at the Consolidated Aircraft Corp. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the local union in that plant? 

Mr. Berman. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of that union ¢ 

Mr. Berman. It was the Machinists Local 25, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party succeed in any substan- 
tial way in getting a foothold in that union during the period you were 
there? 

Mr. Berman. I can definitely state no. There was only one other 
member in my local, which at that time during the war was a very 
big local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that individual ? 

Mr. Berman. I am sorry, I can’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party 
made any effort to infiltrate that particular union ? 

Mr. Berman. Very definitely they did, but I do believe that because 
of security reasons they were unable to get jobs at Consolidated. In 
fact, I had a tough time keeping mine, and there weren’t too many 
Communists that could join the local, being they weren’t employed 
in aircraft. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, both the union and the employers 
were alert in that particular industry ? 

Mr. Berman. Very definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. To security matters? 

Mr. Berman. Yes, they were, very much so. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you had difficulty retaining your job. 
What do you mean, did it become known that you were in the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, I believe it did because on many an occasion 
I would stand out in front of the entrance to the plant and hand 
out Communist literature, I sold the People’s World in the plant, se 
I imagine, in fact, on one occasion I was called a “dirty Red,” 

I am quite sure they knew that I was a Communist. 

Mr. Jackson. How were you able to keep your employment in the 
light of your activities with the Daily Worker and the leaflets? 

Mr. Berman. I never questioned that. I always left that up to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. We will pass over it. 

Mr. Dorie. While counsel is getting ready for the next question, 
in view of the testimony of the last witness, the evidence produced 
during the possible business transactions between him and the People’s 
World, I want to ask this witness, why were vou selling the People’s 
World in the plant; was that the Communist publication, as far as 
vou knew? 

Mr. Berman. Very definitely. 

Mr. Dorie. Who furnished you the People’s World? 
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Mr. Berman. They were sent directly out to the members from the 
San Francisco office; they were mailed. 

Mr. Dore. From the Communist headquarters, in San Francisco? 

Mr. Berman. No, from the People’s World headquarters, to your 
home. You merely sold subse riptions to the People’s World. 

Mr. Doyte. But you were selling that in view of your membership 
in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were a member of the local union at 
the plant where you worked, were fraction meetings of the Com- 
munist Party hel 1 with union representatives of other unions 

Mr. Berman. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, I think when I interrupted the question 
he was about to tell us something more relative to the person- 
alities involved in the meetings which you attended with other 
organizers from other branches; I think I broke in on that train of 
thought. Would you at this time identify any of the organizers who 
were known to you to be members of the Communist Party who 
attended those meetings ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, there was Bill Decker, Frances Decker, I be- 
lieve i said Hunt, Lillian Hunt, and on occasion there was Laura 
Colwell, the organizer Morgan Hull, and then after Morgan Hull 
there was Matt Vidaver. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name, please ? 

Mr. Berman. I am not sure of the spelling. That is all I can 
recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have occasion to attend meetings of other 
groups, that is, groups other than the Beach group of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Berman. Only the social part of the party. I mean by that, 
whenever they gave a party or get together, but never any functionary 
meetings or anything like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
any other individuals whom you can recall were members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, there was Leo Gregovich. 

Mr. Tavenner. Leo Gregovich. How do you know that Leo 
Gregovich, on what do vou base your statement, that he was a mem- 
ber of the party ? 

Mr. Berman. I had seen him at meetings, at—well, on several oc- 
casions I had seen him. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What type of meetings? 

Mr. Berman. Well, usually it was a meeting discussing labor activi- 
ties in San Diego. He was quite active in the labor group in San 
Diego. 

Mr. TAvenner. What I am anxious to know is whether or not it 
was a type of meeting which may not necessarily have been a Com- 
munist meeting or whether it was actually a Communist Party 
meeting. 

Mr. Berman. It was very definitely a Communist Party meeting. 

Mr. Jackson. Closed meeting? : 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Can you give us the names of any others? 
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Mr. Berman. Well, Matt Vidaver, who was the organizer, and Bill 
Decker. That is about all I can tell you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee as briefly as you 
can what the objectives appeared to you to be of the Communist Party 
in these various groups with which you were identified ¢ 

Mr. Berman. At that time it seemed to me that their main objective 
was membership drives and education of the Communist Party, of 
the Communist doctrines. Their main strive was always the recruit- 
ment of new members and spreading of Communist philosophy 
throughout the neighborhood. 

Also, there would be on oce asion several issues that they would take 
the stand on and carry that out through leaflets and distr ibution of the 
Federal housing projects from the plants, and work like that, that is, 
within my own group, and I speak mainly of my own group. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that your former wife was made dues 
secretary. 

Mr. Berman. Dues and membership director. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Dues and membership director. Do you recall when 
that was? 

Mr. Berman. I believe that was in 1942. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. When she became dues director of her group was 
any material or information turned over to her regarding Communist 
Party members ? 

Mr. Berman. All of the Communist Party members. She was made 
San Diego County group dues and membe rship director and she had 
the records of all the Communists in San Diego C ounty and those 
records were turned over to her. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of those records; what did 
they consist of ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, at first it was just a list containing all of the 
active members in San Diego County. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any other information given at that 
time or va a later time to indicate who were members besides a list ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, I believe she could best answer that for herself. 

Mr. . AVENNER. Do you recall] anything about the number of mem- 
bers there within the organization, the Communist Party organization 
by the time you left the party here in 1944? 

Mr. Berman. I would say there were approximately 200 members 
in er San Diego area to my knowledge. Now, that was indicated to 
me by the amount of people that came to the open meetings that we 
oc casionally had. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you aware of the existence of a professional 
group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Berman. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you become aware of the existence of such 
a group ¢ 

Mr. ei Well, we were told that there was such a group. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Was the membe -rship of that group made known to 
the rank and file members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. No, it wasn’t. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you know why? 

Mr. Berman. Well, I surmised that they just didn’t want their 
names to be known and were in some type of job where they didn’t 
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want anybody to know they were connected with the Communist 
Party, yet were sympathetic to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever have occasion to attend a meeting of 
oer group of the Communist Party ! 

Mr. Berman. No, I didn’t. pi 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of your former wife’s position 
of dues director, did you come into possession of information indicat- 
ing membership on the part of anyone in this professional group of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes. You mean of someone that we definitely knew ? 

Mr. TAveNNeER. Yes. 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee that information / 

Mr. Berman. The one name that we very definitely knew was Lou 
Pollack, that was a member of the professional group. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you know that; on what do you base that 
statement ¢ 

Mr. Berman. I base that statement on the fact that in the records 
that were turned over through my wife, his name appaattine and we 
were quite surprised because I had known Mr. Pollack before I joined 
the Communist Party. So when his name did appear it was quite a 
shock. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Do you know whether that information was passed 
on or given by you to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes, it was. It is on record in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever meet in a Communist Party meeting 
with Mr. Pollack? 

Mr. Berman. Not that I recall, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever talk to him personally on the subject 
of communism ? 

Mr. Berman. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. TavenNer. So your testimony on that matter is based solely 
upon what you saw at the time? 

Mr. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of record? 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the files of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Berman. Being that his name was in the official records of the 
Communist Party, I had no doubt that he was a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. Did this record simply indicate a name or did it 
indicate an address in addition ? 

Mr. Berman. I am sorry. I don’t recall. I know it indicated the 
name. I don’t remember the address. 

Mr. Jackson. Occupation or employment or anything of the sort, 
or does your memory go back to that extent? 

Mr. Berman. I am sorry; no, it doesn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, during the period of your membership did 
you gain any special ideas about the operation of the party, whether 
or not they were endeavoring to operate on a democratic basis or 
whether they were not, and how the membership of the party took it ? 
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Mr. Berman. Well, yes, sir. Of course, I was against communism 
before I became a Communist, but from my impressions i in the Com- 
munist Party I knew definitely that they stood for no good to the 
United States, that they only used the flowery words merely to bring 
in the new recruits and try to indoctrinate them into their way of 
thinking. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any occasion during a Communist Party 
meeting when any member of the party expressed his or her views 
regi arding the use of force and violence in this country ¢ 

Mr. Berman. Only on one occasion. 

Mr. TavenNer. What was that? 

Mr. Berman. There was a meeting of the beach branch where one 
of the members, namely, Laura Colwell, said that she couldn’t wait 
for the day when she c ould stand the c capitalists up against the wall and 
shoot them down. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances that led up to that 
conversation ? 

Mr. Berman. I can’t remember or I don’t even know what prompted 
her to say it, but I know very definitely that it was stated. 

Mr. Jackson. She didn’t say how much money you had to have 
before you were classed as a capitalist? Some of us have a material 
natural concern as to our fate “Come the revolution.” 

Mr. Berman. That left a very great impression on my mind and 
it seemed to me that any person, no matter how or for what reason 
they joined the Communist Party, when they do join the Communist 
Party, are open to the same propaganda that must have prompted 
Laura Colwell to make such a statement, and in my opinion it is 
definitely a potential enemy of democracy. 

Mr. Doytr. May I ask this question there. Was your wife at the 
same meeting ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes, she was. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you report that statement to the FBI promptly ? 

Mr. Berman. Yes, we did. 

Mr. Dorie. About when would that have occurred, that statement ? 

Mr. Berman. I am not quite sure of the date. 

Mr. Doytx. Approximately what year? 

Mr. Berman. About 1943. 

Mr. Dorie. And about how many people were present ? 

Mr. Berman. Oh, I would say there were between 12 and 15 people 
present. 

Mr. Dorie. And do you now remember whether or not anyone coun- 
tered her or said anything back to her when she made that declara- 
tion ? 

Mr. Berman. There wasn’t anything said after she made it. 

Mr. Dore. Did she say it in a speech by her? 

Mr. Berman. I believe it was just off the record. 

Mr. Jackson. Off the cuff? 

Mr. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. May I interpose a question? Had you finished, Mr. 
Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No, Mr. Chairman. I want to revert back to this wit- 
ness’ testimony about Lou Pollack. It seems to me that this witness 
has not identified him as a Communist yet. He said he never sat in 
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a meeting with him. He remembers knowing that his name was on 
some record or list. a this witness says was the official record of 
the Communist Party in the county, but I submit that that is hearsay, 
there is no ide tification of that list as the official list of the Commu- 
nist Party in San Diego County by this witness yet, and I think it is 
only fair to Mr. Pollack, whom I have never met, and to this witness 
that unless—or at this time I would like to move that his name be 
stricken from the record, subject, however, to there being later iden- 
tification, if there is, of Mr. Pollack as a member of the Communist 
Party, and subject, also, to identification of this list, whatever it is, as 


a list of the Communist Party. I am not trying to be technical. JI am 
just trying to be fair absolutely to Mr. Pollack. 
Mr. Jackson. The Chair is inclined to agree to the extent that the 


reference to Mr. Pollack will be held in abeyance in the record, subject 
to any additional information which may be developed during the 
course of the hearing. The Chair, of ee has no way of knowing 
what may be testified to subsequently, but if that proposal meets with 
the approval of the gentlemen it will be held in abeyance until the 
conclusion of the hearing. 

The Chair does feel that if there is subsequent identification 
this witness’ testimony is certainly corroborative, and I would then 
suggest that we receive such additional information, and the material 
which is now in the record be retained in the record. 

Mr. Doyte. I so agree. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, without objection. 

Mr. Tavenner. What security provisions were taken by the Com- 
munist Party to protect themeselves against discovery from outside 
sources of the operations of the party ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, I don’t know that a thorough investigation 
was made of each individual member taken into the Communist 
Party at the time I was made a member. But it didn’t seem, al- 
though they were concerned, they didn’t seem to have too many se- 
curity measures. , 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were there any occasions upon whic ‘h the member- 
ship was cautioned with regard to ascertainment of the names of its 
members ? 

Mr. Berman. Are you referring at any time was there any indica- 
tion that there were people giving information ? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Berman. Only on one occasion to my knowledge, at our own 
branch me etil ng, one of the comrades state .d they had information that 
information was being given to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
and that was stated also by Laura Colwell, and that they had suspic- 
ions of who they were. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you come under suspicion ? 

Mr. Berman. We felt like we were. 

Mr. Jackson. It seems to me that any group leadership in the 
light of the stringent security regulations which were being enforced 
in the aircraft industry and in the labor unions might have arrived at 
the point where they would have been suspic ious of someone who 
could sell People’s World inside the plant, and I wonder if that ever 
came into question. That would seem to be a thing designed to create 
a natural suspicion. 
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Mr. Berman. Well, it seemed like it would be, but I was actually 
praised for selling so many subs scriptions. 

Mr. Tavenner. When Laura Colwell indicated concern about in- 
formation leaking out to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, what 
attitude did you take about it? 

Mr. BERMAN. Well, we didn’t know whether she had proof or 
whether she was just saying, or elaborating on it. She never men- 
tioned it again, and we didn’t either. It didn’t turn out to be that 
we were exposed, so we paid no attention to it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you state to the committee what appeared to 
you to be the reasons why people joined the Communist Party during 
the period you were there, what was the chief inducement to them to 
become party members ? 

Mr. Berman. Well, at that particular time it seemed to me that 
_— main inducement was with the minority races and on several 

casions they would take up the battle for one of the minority races 
ona they would fight their battle for them, show ane that they were 
for them, equ: ality. At that time that was one of the indications that 
they ¢ oy to me was one of their big pulls. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. a Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. I couldn't help but note you lack of assurance when 
you gave the name of Laura Colwell. Was I yess you weren't sure 
how that last name was spelled, was it really Cauldwell, or might 
it have been Colwell ? 

Mr. Berman. We always pronounced it Colwell. 

Mr. Dorie. There are similar names here and I actually don’t know 
what the name is, but I know that Colwell and Cauldwell are names 
that are often pronounced similarly and yet spelled considerably 
different. 

Mr. Berman. I am sorry, but I don’t know the spelling of it 

Mr. Doyte. No further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Berman, I extend to you the thanks of the com- 
mittee for your coope ration and for the signal service you have ren- 
dered to your country by vour entry into the party at the behest of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The committee has heard a num- 
ber of witnesses who were Tike wise occupied throughout the country, 
and we know that in many cases it became necessary for those people 
who were giving that service to completely cut themselves off from 
family, friends, and business associates and in so doing bring consider- 
able onus upon themselves. The activity represented a great sacrifice 
as well as a great service. 

On behalf of the committee and of the Congress, may I extend our 
thanks for your cooperation. 

Mr. Berman. Thank you. 

Mr. JACKSON. if there is nothing further, Mr. Counsel, and Mr. 
Doyle, is there any reason why the witness should not be excused ? 

Mr. TAVEN NER. No, si 

Mr. Jackson. The w es is excused from further attendance and 
the committee will stand in recess until tomorrow morning at 9 a. m. 

(Whereupon at 4:40 p. m., an adjournment was taken until 9 a. m. 
on Tuesday, April 20, 1954.) 
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